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LOWER LA RIVER

Public Realm, Environment, Water, & Infrastructure Committee
AGENDA

4/9/2019
10:00 am -12:00 pm

Meeting Location:
The Conservation Corps of Long Beach
340 Nieto Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90814

10:00 — 10:30 am
I.  Introduction and Purpose
a. General committee comments & questions
i. No comments/questions asked
b. Purpose of today’s meeting
i. Technical contact list — LA County Flood Control District will direct project
proponents to the appropriate agencies, organizations, or individuals
ii. Presentations (7 minutes each)
- As a committee of the Implementation Advisory Group
(IAG), PREWIC will provide a meeting summary on
consensus items along with issues of concern to IAG,
especially regarding consistency with the plan. IAG will
review projects. Also, provides an opportunity to cultivate
partnerships/support collaboration.
- Projects and conceptual ideas will be heard.

10:30 -11:45 am
Il. Presentations
a. Review of Committee’s role & project review packet
b. Presentation rules
c. Presentations
i. Melissa You and/or Grace Cast, City of Long Beach & GWMA - LB
MUST Expansion Project
1. Melissa You, Stormwater Environmental Officer for Long Beach
2. Treat urban runoff to comply with urban runoff to comply with
NPDES permit & TMDLs as well as co-benefits of trails and
wetland habitat (linear wetlands along 8 miles of the LA River)
3. Connect to existing pump stations and get water to stormwater
treatment facility
4. Proposed expansion to Artesia Boulevard and Willow Street at LA
River East Bank, which includes water quality features, water
storage & conveyance to LB MUST, open space, urban greening,
and establish trails in disadvantaged communities and in park
poor areas (CalEnviroScreen 3.0)



5.

6.

Question about amending to include multiuse trails, particularly
equestrian use

General consensus on LB Must as a multibenefit stormwater
project

ii. Robert Blankenship, Trout Unlimited with Larry Dominguez from KPFF
with design concepts — Rio Hondo Confluence Revitalization at Hollydale
Park in South Gate

1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
7

Channelized section of the lower Los Angeles River

Increase ecological value and function while maintaining flood
capacity and providing recreational opportunities

Alternatives: 1) Upstream pond, meandering low flow channel, 2)
Upstream pond, meandering low flow channel, ponding refugia, 3)
Upstream pond, meandering low flow channel, downstream pond,
4) Upstream pond, meandering low flow channel, deepening
bottom

Wetland vegetation, floating wetlands, educational elements and
providing access to the channel, more nature

Amigos de los Rios — attribute personhood to our rivers; potential
partner at Hollydale

Trout Unlimited — fish could return once habitat is restored

The Nature Conservancy — Mediterranean climate region
appropriate native vegetation for project?

iii. Claire Robinson, Amigos de los Rios — Hollydale Park Green
Infrastructure Development

1.

2.

3.

No

8.

9.

Need to connect children with nature in San Gabriel and LA River
watersheds

Los Angeles Basin is one of the most biodiverse regions in the
world, but disparity in access and distribution

First Peoples approach and Olmsted Bartholomew 1930 plan
converge in Amigos de los Rios’ planning

Mountains to the Sea - water conservation, native plant
landscapes, play/learn, cultural and interpretative elements, and
more

Proposal for next phase of Hollydale Park is to add native plants,
add an entry at Century Boulevard, and signage, while improving
parking lots to add bioswales and native vegetation to help
infiltrate through asphalt.

Aligns with City of South Gate’s Master Plan

Trails4All — positive relationship with equestrian community at
Hollydale Park

Question about permits to plant trees under transmission lines —
obtained from Southern California Edison

Partially designed and funded, but other phase contingent on
funding

iv. Chau Vu, City of Bell Gardens & Chelsey — Julia Russ Asmus Park Storm
Water Infiltration and Restoration Project

1.

2.

Adjacent to the 710 freeway, between lower LA River and Rio
Hondo, would serve a disadvantaged community

During storms there can be drainage issues in the local streets
and nearby neighborhood



8.

The park and local streets drain to the adjacent Bandini Channel
(DDI 23)

Outdoor classroom (partnership with local elementary school),
informational signage, native flora and fauna as habitat, flood
protection, 10 infiltration wells (80,000 gallons of water) and
pretreatment unit, recharge groundwater and naturally remove
pollutants from stormwater, new pedestrian and bikeway
entrances, public safety measures

Remove trees and turf to be replaced with drought-tolerant
landscaping

Karen Barnett - question about funding for ongoing maintenance —
City of Bell Gardens has in-house park maintenance funding
The Nature Conservancy — concerns about removing trees for
infiltration wells (trees do infiltrate often more than gray
infrastructure); concerns about native garden vs drought tolerant
landscaping, because it should all include native and climate
resilient plants; concerns about need to involve community
groups/nonprofits

Watershed Conservation Authority — question about adjacent
brownfield

v. Gerald Greene, GWMA — Power Walking Among Power Lines

1.

2.

©
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11.

12.

13.

Watershed Management Program Regional BMP Project
Catchment

Design options include native habitat, dry-weather and stormwater
capture and infiltration, passive recreation and alternative
transportation elements.

City of Vernon is primarily industrial and falls outside of
CalEnviroScreen vicinity

Bike and pedestrian path projects and link to transit

Developing appropriate designs for LA Department of Water and
Power

Good flow rates - 1.7 inches per hour infiltration rates into the
ground

Maywood and Huntington Park foot traffic

LADWP asks for minimum 60% design before reviewing

Trout Unlimited — question about LADWP transmission easement

. Rivers and Mountains Conservancy — question about connection

to the river, there would be a turn into the bike path when
constructed

Watershed Conservation Authority — question about coordination
with metro

Amigos de los Rios — more tree canopy in to the local
neighborhood

Next step — return to IAG to present

vi. Jim Meyer, Trails4All — Conceptual Ideas

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Goal to fill in trail gaps

Rio Hondo Confluence — equestrian trail connections (many
blockages)

Improve access to the river, trails, and parks

Need safe crossing at Del Amo (off the 710 freeway)
Compton Creek Confluence
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Homelessness is main deterrent to trail use

Need for planning, design, landscaping, and cleaning up the areas
Multipurpose trails for pedestrian, equestrian, and other uses
Many encroachments and blockages that need to be mapped and
addressed

vii. Amanda Wagner, Heal the Bay — Conceptual Ideas

=

2.
3.
4

o

10.

11.

11:45-12:00 pm

Il Public Comment
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Urban River Revitalization Summit on July
25-26, 2019 at LA State Historic Park
Karen Barnett — recommendation to coordinate river meetings and community
outreach to prevent meeting fatigue and to provide opportunities for engagement

a.

b.

Los Angeles River Ecosystem Assessment

LAYYC fecal indicator bacteria monitoring

Coastal cleanup days include river sites

Resources Legacy Fund grant — urban river restoration projects,
LA River ecological goals, criteria, and monitoring

Ecological assessment of LA River adjacent parks to inform park
planning to maximize ecosystem health and services

Biological surveys, urban heat island effect, GIS analysis,
statistical analysis on what makes these parks most beneficial to
wildlife, ecosystem health and services

Develop a toolkit with criteria and metrics for developing/planning
new river adjacent parks that maximize ecosystem benefits
Community engagement ranging from LATTC field assistants,
local consultants for wildlife identification, ED days, BioBlitz,
stakeholder advisory board

Amigos de los Rios — how to boost form a baseline and improve
metrics, look at Peck Road Water Conservation Park

The Nature Conservancy — utilize Natural History Museum and
TNC BAILA maps as a resource as well as other river ecosystem
studies

Nature4All — data from cleanups



P,

LOWER LA RIVER

Public Realm, Environment, Water, & Infrastructure Committee
AGENDA

4/9/2019
10:00 am -12:00 pm

Meeting Location:
The Conservation Corps of Long Beach
340 Nieto Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90814

10:00 — 10:30 am
I. Introduction and Purpose
a. General committee comments & questions
b. Purpose of today’s meeting
I. Technical contact list
Ii. Presentations

10:30 -11:45 am
. Presentations
a. Review of Committee’s role & project review packet
b. Presentation rules
c. Presentations

I. Melissa You and/or Grace Cast, City of Long Beach & GWMA

— LB MUST Expansion Project
ii. Robert Blankenship, Trout Unlimited — Lower LA River
Concrete Channel Enhancements

iii. Claire Robinson, Amigos de los Rios — Hollydale Park Green

Infrastructure Development

iv. Chau Vu, City of Bell Gardens — Julia Russ Asmus Park Storm

Water Infiltration and Restoration Project

v. Gerald Greene, GWMA — Power Walking Among Power Lines

vi. Jim Meyer, Trails4All — Conceptual Ideas
vii. Amanda Wagner, Heal the Bay — Conceptual Ideas

11:45-12:00 pm
1.  Public Comment
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Project Information Packet

The Lower LA River Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) aims to ensure that subsequently
implemented projects are carried out in accordance with the Lower LA River Revitalization Plan
and that stakeholders continue to have a voice in implementation. In its role as an advisory body,
the IAG will provide guidance on proposed projects, but ultimately, individual entities with
jurisdiction along the river corridor including the LA County Flood Control District, the US Army
Corps of Engineers, and the cities will continue having decision-making authority.

Project Name Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater Treatment (LB-MUST) Expansion
At the east bank of the LA River at Willow Street Interchange; and
Project Location at east bank of the LA River at Artesia Boulevard Interchange

Current Project Phase Final Design and Construction

Project Proponent Gateway Water Management Authority

Mailing Address 16401 Paramount Blvd

Paramount, CA 90723

Contact Person Grace Kast Department/Title _Executive Officer

Email Executive Officer Phone _626-484-0338

Project Description (Attach map / site layout / concept sketch):

The LB-MUST Expansion Project is a part of the LB-MUST program which intercepts polluted non-stormwater runoff and a percentage of
the first flush of a storm flows generated within the Long Beach urban watershed (covering/treating over 12,000 acres) thereby
preventing the transportation of pollution into the LA River. The program will improve water quality which in turn will also be beneficial to
aquatic life by intercepting water runoff and reducing and/or eliminating pollution that would otherwise discharge into the LA River and
spread onto City beaches and ocean waters. Recycled water, produced by the LB-MUST program, could be used in the parks to create
and sustain wetlands habitat while providing a storage basin for the recycled water to be used in place of potable water for the irrigation
of parks, parkways and riparian habitat within the park complex. The recycled water will also be used for the creation and support of
urban greening along the Lower LA River.

The funding from the RMC Lower LA River Grant would facilitate an exhibition space at the expansion of the LB-MUST Project to the
north at the east bank of the LA River at Willow Street Interchange and at east bank of the LA River at Artesia Boulevard Interchange, as
shown on the following page. The expansion project would provide urban greening, activate open space, and provide wetlands and
water quality features, and connects to the treatment facility, currently under design. The proposed improvements are consistent with the
RMC program and the Proposition 1 Objective. (See attached map and exhibits)

References / Letters of Support (If available, list and attach):
Attached are letters of support from:
- Gateway Cities Council of Governments - City of Long Beach District 9 Councilmember Rex Richardson
- Gateway Water Management Authority - Wrigley Area Neighborhood Alliance
1
lowerlariver.org Revised: 2019-02-26
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October 30, 2018

Mr. Mark Stanley

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road
Azusa, CA 91702

Dear Mr. Stanley
Subject: Support for the Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater

Treatment (LB-MUST) Project for the Proposition 1 Lower Los
Angeles River Grant Program

The Gateway Cities Council of Governments (GCCOG) representing the 27 cities
of southeast Los Angeles with a population of 2.1 million is very excited to support
the Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater Treatment (LB-MUST) Project
application for funding construction from the Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River
Grant Program through the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy.

The GCCOG has been an active leader in multi-benefit projects along the LA River,
with a focus on transportation and livability improvements in disadvantaged
communities. We are strong proponents of open space and park projects that also
achieve water conservation, stormwater benefits, social and health benefits, and
restore wildlife within the corridors.

The project will to divert contaminated stormwater from entering the Los Angeles
River for the purposes of irrigating local open green space. Improving recreational
water quality along the LA River and regions parks is a wonderful enhancement to
our communities.

The LB MUST project corrects several obstacles which include:
e Providing connections and enhancements to the LA River Regional Trail.
e Provides coastal wetlands for migratory birds and native plant and wildlife
e Modifies the existing blighted vacant lots that are inaccessible with active
recreation for our communities which enhances safety, our surroundings
and quality of life.

16401 Paramount Boulevard = Paramount, California 20723 ® phone (562) 663-6850 fax (562) 634-8216

www.gatewaycog.org



We believe the LB-MUST project is worthy of Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River
Grant Program Funding due to its proposed watershed-appropriate landscaping to
support wildlife habitat and mitigate the historical adverse environmental effects
within the proposed project area. Educational features are planned along the LB-
MUST facility’s grounds, buildings and trails, and within the future wetlands to inform
the public of the consequences of ignoring what enters the storm drains and pollutes
the City’s waterways. Given the limited availability of open space and the continued
need to use alternative sources of water, it is my sincere hope that the RMC will
consider funding this worthwhile project.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (562) 663-6850.
Sincerely,

— TRYPA
?/"Z/’JZ&/{ J 4 “:"/ % '%/Lﬁ\

Nancy Pfeffér
Executive Director



16401 Paramount Boulevard 1 www.gatewaywater.org
Paramount, CA 90723

562.663.6850 phone
562-634-8216 fax

Los Angeles Gateway Region
Integrated Regional Water Management
Joint Powers Authority

October 11, 2018

Mr. Mark Stanley

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road
Azusa, CA 91702

Dear Mr. Mark Stanley,

Subject: Support for the Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater Treatment (LB-MUST)
Project for the Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant Program

As the Executive Officer of the Gateway Water Management Authority (GWMA), the State-
recognized agency for integrated water resources management in the Gateway Region, we are
excited to support the Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater Treatment
(LB-MUST) Project (including tributary partner agencies: County of Los Angeles, Signal Hill,
Lakewood, Paramount and Compton) application for funding from the Proposition 1 Lower Los
Angeles River Grant Program through the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy.

As you know, the GWMA has been an active leader in multi-benefit projects throughout the
Gateway Region, with an additional focus on watershed improvements in disadvantaged
communities. We are strong proponents of projects that combine open space and park
improvements with water conservation, stormwater benefits, social and health benefits, and
restore wildlife within the corridors.

The potential to divert contaminated stormwater from entering the Los Angeles River for the
purposes of irrigating local open green space is truly a magnificent plan. Improving recreational
water quality along the Los Angeles River and the Gateway Region’s parks is a wonderful
enhancement to our communities.

In addition to watershed benefits, the LB-MUST project corrects several additional obstacles
which include:

e Providing connections and enhancements to the LA River Regional Trial.
e Provides Coastal Wetlands for migratory birds and native plant and wild life

Lisa Rapp (Lakewood), Board Chair @ Adriana Figueroa (Paramount), Vice-Chair e Kelli Tunnicliff (Signal Hill), Secretary/Treasurer
Proudly serving Gateway cities and agencies in Southeastern Los Angeles County

Members: Artesia - Avalon - Bell - Bell Gardens - Bellflower -Central Basin Municipal Water District - Cerritos - Commerce - Cudahy - Downey - Hawaiian Gardens -
Huntington Park - La Mirada - Maywood - Lakewood - Long Beach - Long Beach Water Department - Lynwood - Montebello - Norwalk - Paramount - Pico Rivera -

Santa Fe Springs - Signal Hill -South Gate - Vernon - Water Replenishment District of Southern California - Whittier

With Technical Support From The Sanitation Districts Of Los Angeles County



e Modifies the existing blighted vacant lots that are inaccessible with active recreation for
our communities which enhances the safety, our surroundings and quality of life.

We believe the LB-MUST Project is most worthy of Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant
Program Funding due to its proposed watershed-appropriate landscaping to support wildlife
habitat and mitigate the adverse environmental effects within the proposed project area. The
LB-MUST project provides multiple opportunities for green infrastructure to address the lack of
safe open space adjacent to the Los Angeles River. Educational features are planned along the
LB-MUST facility’s grounds, buildings and trails, and within the future wetlands to inform the
public of the consequences of ignoring what enters the storm drains and pollutes the City’s
waterways. Given the limited availability of open space and the continued need to use
alternative sources of water, it is my sincere hope that the RMC will consider funding this critical
project.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (626) 485-0338, gracekast.gateway@gmail.com.

Sincerely,

Grace J. a
Executive Officer

Gateway Water Management Authority

Lisa Rapp (Lakewood), Board Chair ® Adriana Figueroa (Paramount), Vice-Chair  Kelli Tunnicliff (Signal Hill), Secretary/Treasurer
Proudly serving Gateway cities and agencies in Southeastern Los Angeles County

Members: Artesia - Avalon - Bell - Bell Gardens - Bellflower -Central Basin Municipal Water District - Cerritos - Commerce - Cudahy - Downey - Hawaiian Gardens -
Huntington Park - La Mirada - Maywood - Lakewood - Long Beach - Long Beach Water Department - Lynwood - Montebello - Norwalk - Paramount - Pico Rivera -
Santa Fe Springs - Signal Hill -South Gate - Vernon - Water Replenishment District of Southern California - Whittier

With Technical Support From The Sanitation Districts Of Los Angeles County
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October 29, 2018

Mr. Mark Stanley

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road
Azusa, CA 91702

Subject: Support for the Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater Treatment (LB-MUST) Project for the
Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant Program

Dear Mr. Stanley:

We are excited to support the Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater Treatment (LB-MUST) (including tributary
partner agencies: County of LA, Signal Hill, Lakewood, Paramount and Compton) Project application for funding from
the Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant Program through the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy.

The City of Long Beach has been an active leader in multi-benefit projects along the LA River, with a focus on
watershed improvements in disadvantage communities. We are strong proponents of open space and park projects
that also achieve water conservation, stormwater benefits, social and health benefits, and restore wildlife within the
corridors.

The potential to divert contaminate stormwater from entering the Los Angeles River for the purposes of irrigating
local open green space is truly a magnificent plan. Improving recreational water quality along the LA River and
regions parks is a wonderful enhancement to our communities.

The LB MUST project corrects several obstacles which include:
e  Providing connections and enhancements to the LA River Regional Trial.
e  Providing Coastal Wetlands for migratory birds and native plant and wild life
e  Modifying the existing blighted vacant lots that are inaccessible with active recreation for our communities
which enhances the safety, our surroundings and quality of life.

We believe the LB-MUST project is most worthy of Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant Program Funding
due to its proposed watershed-appropriate landscaping to support wildlife habitat and mitigate the adverse
environmental effects within the proposed project area. Educational features are planned along the LB-MUST
facility’s grounds, buildings and trails, and within the future wetlands to inform the public of the consequences of
ignoring what enters the storm drains and pollutes the City’s waterways. Given the limited availability of open space
and the continued need to use alternative sources of water it is my sincere hope that the RMC will consider funding
this worthwhile project.

Sincerely,

Councilmember
City of Long Beach, 9th District

333 West Ocean Boulevard ¢ Long Beach, California 90802
(562) 570-6137 ¢ district9@longbeach.gov


mailto:district9@longbeach.gov

ANA * Wrigley Area Neighbothood Alliance, Inc.

October 30, 2018

Mr. Mark Stanley

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road
Azusa, CA 91702

Dear Mr. Stanley:

RE: Community Support for the Long Beach Municipal Urban Stormwater Treatment (“LB-
MUST”) Project for the Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant Program

The Wrigley Area Neighborhood Alliance (“WANA”") supports the conceptual approach for the LB-MUST
Project as presented in the City of Long Beach application. WANA members residing in the Wrigley District
has been active participants in promoting multi-benefit projects along the Los Angeles River. We are strong
advocates for integrated open space and park projects that also incorporate water conservation components,
stormwater quality improvements and restore wildlife habitat within our Wrigley neighborhoods.

Furthermore, the LB MUST project incorporates several of the key neighborhood goals identified in the
Long Beach RiverLink Plan adopted in 2002.

e Enhancement neighborhood access to the Los Angeles River Regional (“LARIO”) Trial

e Expansion of habitat for migratory birds and native wildlife near the Willow Street Estuary

e Improved aesthetics incorporating the underutilized lots along Willow Street between Golden Avenue
and the Los Angeles River

e Maximization of the use of storm water as a source of recycled water for irrigation and groundwater
infiltration on the west side of Long Beach

e Establishment of a neighborhood gathering places that contribute to strengthening neighborhood
bonds

If | can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yoursV

an V. Greenwood, President
Wrigley Area Neighborhood Alliance
Tel: (562) 355-8679
E-Mail: wrigleyalliance@gmail.com

Wrigley Area Neighborhood Alliance P.O. Box 6370 Long Beach, California 90806



** Please see attached for Explanation/Information**

Project Discussion

The intent of the project packet is to help the proposed project remain consistent with the Lower
Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan (LLARRP) and identify are of potential nheed where the
committees and the Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) can be a resource to aid in finding
funding, project partners, innovation, etc. Please answer the following questions as completely

as possible given the stage of the project.

Environment
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PREWIC

PPC

PACEC

Question

1. Is the project consistent with the Lower Los Angeles River
Revitalization Plan (LLARRP)?

Explain:

2. Does the project improve the overall water quality of the Los Angeles
River?

Explain:

3. Does the project implement stormwater capture, water conservation
practices, and/or other methodologies?

Explain:

4. What environmental documentation (CEQA, NEPA, etc.) will be
required or has been completed for the project?

Explain:

NS S S

5. Are there any activities associated with the project that could impact
the environment such as trash, pet waste, or chemicals?

Explain:

6. Will the project reduce or mitigate GHG emissions, improve air
quality, and/or improve water quality?

Explain:

7. Will the project modify existing infrastructure such as flood control
channels, open space, utility corridors, ROW land use, and
transportation corridors?

Explain:

8. Does the project create habitat or improve ecosystem health within
the watershed?

Explain:

9. Is there native Los Angeles River riparian/wetland vegetation planned
for the project?

Explain:

10. Does the project expand existing or create new multi-benefit
opportunities?

Explain:

S Q] N«
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Community Engagement

** Please see attached for Explanation/Information**

PREWIC

PPC

PACEC

Question

11. Is there potential funding the project proponent is seeking for the
project?

Explain:

12. Are there any funding gaps identified in the project?

Explain:

13. Are there any identified partnerships?

Explain:

14. Are there plans for addressing safety and security within the project
limits?

Explain:

15. Is the project identified in any existing plans/policies (federal, state,
local)?

Explain:

16. Has the city in which the project will be located adopted any of the
policies described in the Community Stabilization Toolkit?

Explain:

17. Is there a group the project intends to serve (e.g., residents, youth,
pedestrians, cyclists, artists, equestrians, bird watchers)?

Explain:

18. Is the project in a disadvantaged community?

Explain:

LS S8 s«

19. Will the project create any potential negative impacts on the local
community?

Explain:

20. Does the project address the concerns of equity, displacement, and
environmental justice?

Explain:

21. Has the project been engaging the community in its development
process?

Explain:

22. Has the project consulted with the Native nations it intends to build
land on?

Explain:

23. Are there future plans for community engagement?

Explain:

24. Has the project received feedback?

Explain:

LSS SN«
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https://lowerlariver.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Community-Stabilization-Toolkit.pdf
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1. Is the project consistent with the Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan (LLARRP)?

The project is consistent with the LLARRP and will serve disadvantaged communities;
provides urban greening along the Lower LA River; activates open space; provide wetlands;
and have water quality features.

2. Does the project improve the overall water quality of the Los Angeles River?

The LBMUST program will improve water quality of the Los Angeles (LA) River by
intercepting water runoff and reducing and/or eliminating pollution that would otherwise
discharge into the LA River and spread onto City beaches and ocean waters.

3. Does the project implement stormwater capture, water conservation practices, and/or other
methodologies?

The LB-MUST program intercepts, captures and treat polluted non-stormwater runoff and a
percentage of the first flush of a storm flows generated within the Long Beach urban
watershed (covering/treating over 12,000 acres) thereby preventing the transportation of
pollution into the LA River.

4. What environmental documentation (CEQA, NEPA, etc.) will be required or has been
completed for the project?

CEQA California Enviornmental Quality Act (CEQA) environmental document for the LB-
MUST program has been completed. An Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
was prepared and adopted by City Council on January 23, 2018. The NOD was filed shortly
after.

5. Are there any activities associated with the project that could impact the environment such
as trash, pet waste, or chemicals?

The project provides an opportunity to connect to the LA River Trail, water quality features,
wetlands and greening. Littering and pet waste can be discouraged by providing trash
receptacles.

6. Will the project reduce or mitigate GHG emissions, improve air quality, and/or improve water
quality?

The project would improve the water quality by intercepting water runoff and reducing and/or
eliminating pollution that would otherwise discharge into the LA River. The urban greening
elements of the project will also help improve air quality.

7. Will the project modify existing infrastructure such as flood control channels, open space,
utility corridors, ROW land use, and transportation corridors?
The project will activate open space that are currently blighted and underutilized within the
transportation and utility corridors.

8. Does the project create habitat or improve ecosystem health within the watershed?

The project will create open space that will improve the ecosystem health within the
watershed by intercepting and capturing water runoff and reducing and/or eliminating
pollution that would otherwise discharge into the LA River and spread onto City beaches
and ocean waters. It also contributes significantly towards the goal of restoring the LA River

4 LB-MUST Expansion
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

by ways of creating and sustaining the wetlands with the waters and provides space for
migratory birds and native plant and wild life.

Is there native Los Angeles River riparian/wetland vegetation planned for the project?

The LB-MUST Project intends to include significant amount of native plant palette for the
planned wetlands. Embedding plants indigenous to Long Beach will facilitate the
preservation of wild life. Birds, butterflies, and beneficial insects prefer native plants.
Additionally, maximizing the use of native plants will facilitate saving water for other uses
and maintenance would naturally be minimal as these are plants that are already adapted to
the local environment.

Does the project expand existing or create new multi-benefit opportunities?

The Project is a multi-beneficial regional project that:

Improves water quality

Reduces pollution that would otherwise discharge into the LA River
Provides urban greening along the Lower LA River

Activates open space

Provides wetlands; and have water quality features

Serves disadvantaged communities.

Is there potential funding the project proponent is seeking for the project?

Yes, the project proponent is continuing to seek grants and partnerships to help fund the
various components of the project. The project proponent is requesting for $4M from the
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Proposition 1 Lower LA River Grant Program to help
fund the expansion improvements at the East Banks of the LA River at Artesia Boulevard
and at Willow Street.

Are there any funding gaps identified in the project?

Yes, there are funding gaps identified. The overall project is anticipated to cost $150 million.
Currently, the project has been funded $31.3 million for the planning; design and
construction of the treatment facility and filtration unit equipment; design and construction of
the LB-MUST wetlands (near the Shoemaker Bridge).

Are there any identified partnerships?

Project partners include Caltrans, Port of Long Beach, Wilmore City Heritage Association,
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy.

Are there plans for addressing safety and security within the project limits?
Yes, appropriate lighting and fencing would be included in the safety measures.
Is the project identified in any existing plans/policies (federal, state, local)?

The project is identified in the City of Long Beach’s master plan, consistent with the City’s
Land Use & Urban Design Elements 2040 General Plan, the City’s Sustainable City Action

5 LB-MUST Expansion
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Plan, and also consistent with the Gateway Cities Council of Governments Artesia
Boulevard Master Plan.

Has the city in which the project will be located adopted any of the policies described in the
Community Stabilization Toolkit?

Yes, the project will support existing workforce training programs and will be collaborating
with the Conservation Corps of Long Beach.

Is there a group the project intends to serve (e.g. residents, youth, pedestrians, cyclists,
artists, equestrians, bird watchers?

The project will activate open space that will not only serve the nearby residential
neighborhoods, but will also provide connection to the LA River Trail for pedestrians and
cyclists.

Is the project in a disadvantaged community?

The project sites (East Bank of LA River at Artesia Boulevard and Willow Street) are located
are in disadvantaged communities as identified using the CalEnviroScreen 3.0.

Will the project create any potential negative impacts on the local community?

It is not expected for the project to create potential impacts on the local community as it will
activate underutilized, blighted areas, and have water quality features.

Does the project address the concerns of equity, displacement, and environmental justice?

Yes, the project sites are on publicly owned underused property that will not cause
displacement. It will contribute toward open space by creating new wetlands. It will benefit
areas that have been identified to have less than 2 acres of open space per 1,000 residents.

Has the project been engaging the community in its development process?

The project was presented at community events near the LA River, as well as at the city hall
and city parks during the development of the feasibility study, master plan and
environmental phases to inform the communities of the project and to solicit feedback from
the public regarding their concerns. A small model was developed and presented at the
community outreach events to facilitate the understanding of the LB-MUST Program and the
treatment process. The feedback from the public was positive. People were excited that a
project was going to be implemented to help clean up the LA River, provide greening, and
improving the underutilized areas adjacent to the LA River.

Has the project consulted with the Native nations intends to build land on?

In compliance with AB 52, the City of Long Beach distributed letters to numerous Native
American tribes notifying each tribe of the opportunity to consult with the City regarding the
proposed project. The tribes were identified based on a list provided by the Native American
Heritage Commission (NAHC), or were tribes that had previously requested to be notified of
future projects proposed by the City. These letters were distributed on April 3, 2017. Two

6 LB-MUST Expansion
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23.

24,

tribal response letters were received by the City; the Gabrielino Band of Mission Indians —
Kizh Nation provided a letter to the City dated May 2, 2017 requesting consultation
regarding the proposed project. The Tongva Ancestral Territorial Tribal Nation also
responded and requested additional information pertinent to the cultural resources analysis;
this information was provided but no further correspondence or request for consultation was
received.

Are there future plans for community engagement?

As the project continues to develop, there will be future opportunities for community
engagement at community events. As part of the program management plan, there is a
continued community engagement plan. The project is included in the West Long Beach
Integration Plan, which shows the project is integrated with other planned projects (such as
the I-710 Corridor Project and the Shoemaker Bridge Replacement Project).

Has the project received feedback?

As noted above, the project was presented at community events, at the city hall and city
parks, and feedback from the public have been positive. People were excited that a project
was going to be implemented to help clean up the LA River, provide greening, and
improving the underutilized areas adjacent to the LA River.

Wilmore City Heritage Association, a non-profit corporation that was formed to improve,
preserve and promote Long Beach’s historic district, has shown their support for the project.
They were recently awarded a grant that would help fund a phase of the project which
consists of design and construction of a bio-swale that ties into the LB-MUST project.

7 LB-MUST Expansion
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LB-MUST CONCEPT PLAN

LOS ANGELES RIVER
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Project Overview

Capture/clean urban runoff in
LA River watershed

e Approximately 12,300 acres
(41% of Long Beach)

Connect to existing pump stations

Series of linear wetlands

« Along 8 miles of the LA River
(Shoemaker to SR-91)

Stormwater treatment facility
» Located near the Shoemaker Bridge
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Artesia Blvd East Bank Concept



Existing Condition at W. Willow Street

Los’Angeles River
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2 CalEnviroScreen 3.0 Results (June 2018 Update) CalEnviroScreen Website
‘
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Provides relief to a densely

Eﬁ? populated area in the form of
D “ parks, wetlands and additional

greening along the LA River.

Artesia Boulevard
Located within a disadvantaged
community.

son

Willow Street
Less than 2 acres of open space
per 1000 residents

(per Parks for All Californians)

CalEnviroScreen 3.0 Results (June 2018 Update)

- 91 -100% (Highest Scores)

By 81-90%

) A= Area Benefited by
61-70% Ultimate Project
51-60%

41-50%

31-40%

By 21-30%
Wy 11-20%

LB-MUST Extension Project
Sites (Urban Greening/Active

Transportation/Wetlands/

Water quality

Area Benefitting by LBMUST
Program

SanPedmo Bay

\\ Pacific Ocean



LB-MUST Schedule

2016-2017

Feasibility Study
2016

Caltrans Funding Agreement ($28M)

2017
Master Plan
2017
@ RMC Grant Funding Agreement (52M)
2017

Environmental Clearance
2018

Treatment Facility/Wetlands Design
Spring 2019

Treatment Facility/Wetlands Construction
2019-2020

RMC Grant Funding Agreement (S4M)
2019

|

|

LB-MUST Expansion: Greening/Open Space/Water !

Quaity/Wetianés/rats pesien

2020-2021 |

I

LB-MUST Expansion: Greening/Open Space/Water
Quatt Wetlnds/vls consuction |

2020-2021

LB-MUST Expansion: Greening/Open Space/Water
Quality/Wetlands/Trails Ribbon Cutting
2020-2021




LB-MUST Project - Project Funding

SUMMARY OF MATCHING FUNDING SOURCES:

Funding Sources Funding Intent Funding Amount
Caltrans Conveyance and Treatment Facility $28,000,000
RMC LBMUST Wetlands $2,000,000
Port of Long Beach Stormwater filtration units $1,000,000
City of Long Beach — Local Funds Planning $300,000
Total: $31,300,000
BUDGET REQUEST:
Site 1 Site 2
Task Artesia Blvd Willow Street Total
At LA River East Bank At LA River East Bank
1. Prog. Mgmt/Admin $100,000 $100,000 $200,000
2. Design $200,000 $200,000 $400,000
3. Construction $1,700,000 $1,700,000 $3,400,000
Total: $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $4,00,000
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Los Angeles Basin - Major Rivers & Protected
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Provide a Human Face
to Infrastructure

EMERALD
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Green LOWER LA RIVER

Infrastructure:
Majority of US population
lives in urban areas:
*PUBLIC HEALTH
e Access to Recreation
eSocial Equity/Environmental
Justice
*Nature Deficit Disorder
*ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
e Air & Water Quality
eGreenhouse Gas Uptake
eHeat Island Mitigation
*COMPLIANCE FEDERAL
& STATE MANDATES
eClean Water & Air Acts
*Ms4 Permits, Climate Action
*BEAUTY...CULTURE
*NATURAL CAPITAL
JOB TRAINING &
*GREEN JOBS
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Life along the River
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Green Infrastructure Vision LA BASIN

REGIONAL GOALS

REGIONAL GOAL

Promote Active Transportation - Walking, Biking, and
Alternative Commute Options

—

Create Functional and Multi-Purpose Natural (Green) and
Built (Grey) Environment Networks

2

Improve Public Health by Expanding Access fo Nature and
Outdoor Recreation

3

Treat Water as a Multi-Benefit Amenity

Design and Build Communities Resilient to the Current and
Projected Impacts of Climate Change

O

Enhance Regional Anchors for People and Wildlife

Support Environmental Awareness and Civil Engagement
through Education, Outreach, and Cultural Heritage

7/

Foster a Green Economy that Creates Jobs and Encourages
Investment in Local Multi-Benefit Projects

BERERENEE

COMMON VISION

An interconnected network of walking and biking trails, from
forest to ocean

2 Interconnected and complementary green and grey
infrastructure networks

3 A nature-based network of recreation facilities that
promotes public health, social justice and equity

4 A water network that infiltrates groundwater, manages wet
weather events and provides human enjoyment

5 Communities resilient to changing water supplies, climate
exiremes and sea level rise

A linked network of open space freasures from the
Mountains to the Sea

7 A network of culturally aware and civically involved communities
that support conservation, restoration and recreation

A robust and sustainable local economy that produces new
economic opportunities around a growing green infrastructure

TOWARDS A COMMON VISION mmp
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Los Angeles Basin - “BIG PICTURE”’
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EXISTING SOCCER FIELD

EXISTING SOCCER FIELD

PLANTING NOTES:

1, APPROKIMATE PLANT GUAKTITIES ARE PROAVICES W THE LESENE
FOR CONVENIENCE ONLY. THE CONTRATOR 15 RESFONSELE TO
FROVICE THE CORRECT SUANTITY OF PLANT MATEFSAL

THE LEGEND.

2 , SHEET L80.

3 PROVIDE AGRICLLTURAL SUITABLITY AND FERTILZER TESTS,
AMEND TOFSOIL TO A DEFTH OF & AS RECOMMENTED, BT NO

D PAEFARE ALL BACHFILL S05L A5 RECOMMENDED BUT HO
LESS PER CUBIC YARD THAK

A5 FOLLOWS:

45 CUBIC YARD SCRESNED STE TOPSOL
52020 FERTILZER:

2 POUNDS IROM SULFATE

10 POUNGS CHEANE GYPSUM

& METALL ROOT BARRIEAS ON ALL TREES WITHI & OF CLRSS,
ANY HARLISCAPE LI

SOEWALICS, WALLS, FOOTINGS, PAVIG OR e

ADOT BARFIERS SHALL BE 13° DEER MAXMUM FOR ALL TREES FLANTED
WITHIN I OF PAVING. OO BARFERS SHALL NOT SURROUND ANY TREE BUT
‘SHALL RLIN FARALLEL TOPAVING EDGE.

5 L TREES, R GLY TREES) PER
DETALS.

5 AL
‘SHRUB AND GROUNDCOVER. DO WOT

AREAS, PLANTS WHICH
TOLERATE WLECH SHALL BE EXGLDED FROM THIS REQUIREMENT.
USE FINE GRIND MULCH [N ALL SEASONAL COLOR AREAS.

7. ANY COMPACTED SEILEIN PLANTING AREAS SHALL BE
AETURNET T0 A "FRIABLE” CONDITIGN PRIDR 70 THE
...... TEALALE
DEFINED A% EASLY CRUMELED OR LOOSELY COMPACTED
CONDITION WHEAEEY THE ROGT STRUCTURE OF NEWLY PLANTED
MATERIAL WILL B ALLGAWED 70 SPREAD UNIMPEDED,

B PROVIDE MANTENANCE OF THE LANDSCAFING AKD RAEIGATION
SYETEM FOR A MNMUN 50 DAY PERIOD FROM FINAL APPROVAL
OF THE IMETALLATION,

8 PROVIDE A 3 DIAMETER BY 5 DEEF MGUND GF MLLCH AT THE
BASE OF ALL TREES PLANTED IN TLIRF AREAS. KEEP MULCH &
AAAY FROM TRUNK, D0 NOT INSTALL WULCH AGANST TRUNK

100 CONTRACTER T USE CLALE | ORL CLASE i COMPOST AS
WSO AMENDMENT IN ALL LANDSCAPE AREAS.

1. BEE SHEET L0.0 FOR PLANTING BPECIFCATIONS.



Hollydale Park Green Infrastructure
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Watershad Map

Interpretive Signs
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Hollydale Park Green Infrastructure Development
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LEGEND

@ Tree/Shrub plantings

® Butterfly Habitat

Stormwater Infiltration Area

Interpretive Elements

Pervious Pavement

Sports

Retrofit new driveway +
pervious pavement

' Grass Removal &
Habitat Plantings
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Hollydale Park Green Infrastructure Development “before”
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Proposed Green Infrastructure, Nature-Based Recreation Elements, Tree Canopy & Habitat Enhancement

Green Infrastructure Parking Lots < Urban Canopy Areas @ Bioswale/Rain Garden

= == = South Gate Master Plan Elements N Permeable Surfaces @ LID Planter

@ Native Habitat Restoration & Enhancement @ Interpretive Elements ‘ Amenities
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Hollydale Park Green Infrastructure Development
RMC Prop | Lower Los Angeles River Grant Program | Concept Plan
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Smith’s Blue Butterfly .I:.lllippc Butterfly
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PLANT USES LEGEND:

m housing, dothing, and

baskets

edible plans
used to heal wounds

and sickness
ECOLOGY - PLANT COMMUNITIES :
. Riparian
! OakWoodland

Coastal Sage Scrub
@ chaparral
. BUTTERFLY LEGEND:
T butterfly species
r'a butterfly species
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Rock Dove

Anna’s Hummingbird American Goldfinch Mountain Chickadee
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Convergent Infrastructure Planning

$an Gabriel & Lower Los

RIVERS AND
MOUNTAINS

Resilient Communities N CalEPA
GhG aw down |

CONSERVANCY

v 7

\5\ SINCE 1864 g
@

Active
Transportation

Open Space
Recreation A

Multiple
Objective
Projects

(2 /)/[ ater & Air Resources
Yesouyces
< Stormwater Mgt

AGENCY

Habitat Corridor

Multiple Objective Greenwaysg,; -




Examples of Interpretive Signhage
by Amigos de los Rios

octsat,
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Gabrielino Use of Native Plants

Native Plants of AL | 7 v R
Afadena Tiange Parkl = il

3e

‘spiritual, wmwmm mnwmm
procassionals and rites of passage. plants are usad for

bullding , making clothing. plants are
key elsments of the Gabrislino dist. plants are used for all types
of healing—from cokls to wounds.
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Overview: Green Infrastructure

38 Agencies Emerald Necklace Coalition -
East County

Codlition Members

EMERALD
NECKLACE

Unincorporated Areas
Hacienda Heights Homeowners Assoc.

Workman Mills Road Homeowners Assoc.

Park El Monte Improvement Assoc.

Environmental Organizations
Charro Equestrian Joint Council
Sierra Club

School Districts
Garvey School District
El Rancho Unified School District
Mountain View Unified School District
El Monte Union School District
El Monte City School District
West Covina Unified School District

Codlition Member Agencies
Azusa
Baldwin Park
Duarte
El Monte
Irwindale
Montebello
South El Monte
Whittier
Monrovia
La Puente
Bell
South Gate
San Gabriel
Downey

Gateway Authority
Bell Gardens
Commerce
Compton
Cudahy
Huntington Park
Long Beach
Lynwood
Maywood
Paramount
Signal Hill
Pico Rivera

County Agencies
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

State Agencies
State Rivers and Mountains Conservancy

EMERALD NECKLACE COALITION MEMBER CITIES

BT 7 e

MEMBER CITIES
Azusa
Baldwin Park
Duarte
El Monte
Irwindale
Montebello
South El Monte
Whittier
Monrovia
La Puente
Bell
South Gate
San Gabriel
Downey

GATEWAY WATER
MANAGEMENT

AUTHORITY:
Bell Gardens
Commerce
Compton
Cudahy
Huntington Park
Long Beach
Lynwood
Maywood
Paramount
Signal Hill
Pico Rivera




THE

CONSERVATION FUND
A strategically

;”;,\.\\?_‘ - ‘. "_ —
planned and iy s

b APl

managed network
of natural lands,

WO rking NETWORK DESIGN FOR SPECIES HABITAT
WILDLIFE CORRIDORS
|andscapes’ and COMPATIBLE WORKING LANDSCAPES

other open spaces

GREENSPACE FOR WATER
QUALITY AND SUPPLY

GREENWAYS FOR RECREATION

that conserves

ecosystem values

and functions and
provides associated
benefits to human

populations

(Benedict & McMahon, 2006)
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The Conservation fund
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

NETWORK DESIG!

Gl Network: Protect | Restore | Connect

Y

HUB A

COMPONENTS

TO OTHER
HUBS

Functional Connectivity

Cores:

e Contain fully functional
natural ecosystems

*  Provide high-quality habitat
for native plants and animals

Hubs:

e Slightly fragmented
aggregations of core areas,
plus contiguous natural
cover

Corridors:

*  Link core areas together

. Allow animal movement and
seed and pollen transfer
between core areas

Sites:

*  Important microhabitats not
captured by network
thresholds a iteria,

¢ c%/"\\:/’\*\? 42

Amigos de los Rios



Po D Park Oriented Developments are based on
© access to opportunities in the green economy.

Evolution

of our

PUBLIC
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

M I : TRANSPORTATION . : : <
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‘f'- Innovatree non-vehicular travel LIVABLE .
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Suppart services Agress to healthy food

Morphogenesis - | = ==
NEXUS
biological process that _
I NEW MIXED USE ) PEAN DE‘I
Causes organism to vy
AFFORDABLE
‘ HOUSING
develop its shape.
communitas <
environmental health = public health = ’*ﬂ@ﬂ
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LEGEND

Emerald Necklace
Greenway along
Rivers/Washes/
Creeks

Greenways under
utility lines

Improved greening
within and adjacent
to freeways

Improved greening
along public transit

Spreading Basins

Dams

Kern County

fesil\faitifolnia’l

Ksc*:"c

San Bernandind Lounty

Ventura County

S

AAAN,

iy

N | et
~¥  LOWERLARIVER

County
Pacific Ocean t




A wecal thasks 1o the Liowng Catlorna Conseration Corps, Lot Anpeius Canservaton (pc. and San Culncluwy Conses

o o
Amigos de los Rios presents

Green Collar |

Environmental Certification Program

WORKING IN THE WATERSHED,
be part of the

Offers exposure to

a broad spectrum of

EMERALD professions in the

environmental sector
Y

¥y
INING PROVIDED IN
atershed Management
Urban Planning

Park Design

Public Art

Park Construction
Community Outreach
Park Maintenance

Y

NECKLACE

Apply through:
Felicia Vann
Recruitment and Training

Los Angeles Conservation Corps
3655 South Grand Avenue, Suite 23\

Los Angeles, CA 90007 .’ ’

Tel. 213.747.1872
Fill out an application and mail to:

Computer Training

Amigos de los Rios

3244 santa Anita Ave

Altadena, CA 91001

Applications are available online at:

www.amigosdelosrios.org

Term Dates:
1st Term 11.1.2006 - 1.30.2007
2nd Term 3.12.2007 - 6.12.2007

Supported
Southern California Edison l

Metropolitan r-District &
I:ongnssu?‘ jilda S8tis

Unper San'Gabriel Vallefwatar

* LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Information will be provided on
continuing education and job
opportunity in the environmental sector
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Native Plants at
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AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS - EMERALD NECKLACE GROUP

BEFORE

EMERALD NEGKLACE
PARK NETWORK
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I AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS - EMERALD NECKLACE GROUP
BEFORE . ARk e . —

HICKS CAMP

RIO VISTA PARK AND TRAIL
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R Rail Road Tracks

Entrance

= 7__7-_- - _. Eco Rain Tanks

———Possible Park Entrance

~
R S
L. AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS

(0.38 Acres)

RIO HONDO CHANNEL

Gate to prevent ¢ Tongva Gabrieleno
access to invert Sculpture

EL MONTE ARPORT

Water Resources: Conservation, Infiltration

Gate - Equestrian &
Maintenance Vehicle

Access




Emerald Necklace Green Infrastructure | Los Angeles County [EyEm

RIOVISTAPARK & TRALL |,

e, www.amigosdelosrios.org|908 E Altadena Dr|Altadena, CA91001|t:(626]791.1611|f:[626]791.1771

ACRES: 4.2
FUNDER: San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy,
Proposition A Supervisor Gloria Moling, Land and Water Conservation Funds
Recreation Trail Grant and City of H Monte

DATE/COST: 2008 / $2.3 miillion

PROJECT TEAM: Amigos with VCA Engineering, Bob Perry, Brel Goldstone and

Tema Form Constuchion, SGVCC, LACC and CCC

o 0. .

>multi-benefit park



EMERALD NECKLACE GROUP

AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS

BEFORE

HICKS CAMP

circa 1948
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Making a difference

LEADERS

The Lexingron School was the first and only school in
£ Monee up untl 192, At this time, a second school,
Columiia, was bulk to sccommodate the increased
scudent popuation in the city. White students were
permated to strend the rew schock, whie studems of
Mexcan-Amencan 3 ipacese descant were con-
fined 10 the oid Lexingion Schood Tha was the begin
ning of school segregation in i Monce. Segregation ex:

=
2 4
<> I\’~\9

AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS

Between the Sparith spesking and Engiah spesking
studencs. although the Mexican and Japanese st
donts spoke Englah. In 1942, when Reverend Dwight
Rarmuge andt ha famdy moved (o 6 Monte. ho roned
Father Coffield of the Hicks Camp Catholic Charch,
i3 quest €0 desegregate the local schools. A hirge
commurity meeting wa heid 2 Columbia School in
1945 in order to address desegregation of the =

deets. Shorty sterwards, £l Monte Schoots were i
tegrated ané have been over since

ted In heusing andd fuble places i wek Segrepison
Wit raconakzed with the arumant of lnpiage tarmens

ICKS CAMP

-

T W .~V —
—n tah. o —

. s — b —
- —




- x
» . -

© 2004 Amyur de ice Moen. Bectm © L bbeor o Huwensl Sontey. -

Tor mars whearss on e Sy of 3 Ro Tty =madibineidoosty com

v)d d
JUQ" S wod & Maberd Bsschad » ncte o W Crmm == -
e ry . * e | by Sevar vy C -,
of t) 3 B oF . - e t:
f the Rio Honds ¢ and de o e - Hivaaras sod Boadeam - -

). They played in pry ey - S——

{ the barrios were song

CELEBRATE Natural & Cultural HISTORY



ACRES: 4.2

FUNDER: RMC, Prop A Gloria Molina, Land and Water Conservation Funds, Recreation Trails
Grant, City of El Monte ‘

DATE COMPLETE: 2008 ] SRR
COST: $2.3 Million T e
PROJECT TEAM: City of El Monte, Amigos de los Rios, VCA Engineering, Bob Perry, Bret
Goldstone, Terra Form Construction, SGVCC, LACC, CCC.
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lhe Rio Hondo is a seasonal river and is especially powerful during periods of ex-
essive rain. It is important to know that the Rio Hondo is also quite dangerous even
vhen there is not much water in the channel. The smooth, trapezoidal shape of the
:hannclioucﬂuwnweonmwlﬂlmm As the sides and bottom of the

-

The human body is made out of
approximately 55% to 60% water,
so make sure you drink plenty of
water while on the trail.

SSECA N\ SN

The Rio Hondo did not always look as it does today. Until the river was concreted in the 1950s, the Ric
Hondo offered extensive areas to farm, walk, ride horses, play, and swim. The braided streams of the rive
meandered through the area, enriching the soil with rich sediment from the San Gabriel Mountains. Chan
neling the river did prevent the area from flooding, but it also toock away the valuable recreational spac
along the river banks. Rio Vista Park gives a piece of the Rio Hondg's original groen space back to th«

commuiduandpeopleofﬁlﬂomg NN

Historic Photo of the Rlo Hondo

B Y L




ACRES: 4.3
FUNDER: RMC, Prop A Gloria Molina, State Urban Parks Grant, m «:t“:',,\\n
City of El Monte, Roberti-ZIBerg _adl| ,.c05 oc Los nios
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“For thousands of years, rivers of LA Basin held a
perennial flow of clean water....

Restoration of rivers and their environs is central to

deeper need: creation of a livable city in which all people

can sustain families and pursue their dreams.

PaUI Ha.Wken, Founder of the Natural Capital Institute,

author The Ecology of Commerce
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‘Multi Benefit’ Project Components

Amigos de Los Rios needs your help!

Wa have voluntesr opportumities at vartous parks and sites along the Emerald Neckiace. 26 2 part of making the Qx\ﬁ\w

Emerald Gresmaay 3 reality. This would be 2 great opportunity for familas to get outsids to do some good for the
envircemant and thelr communities. If you have quastions, we'd tka to hear from you m&““ de los Rios

El Collar Esmeralda

El Collar Esmeralda es una vision d= wna |7 milla cadena de interconectados senderos, pargues y camnas werdes tocan-
3; ;2 do a2 |7 ciudades ¥ casi la mitad de un milldn de residentes a lo largo de los Rio Hondo y San Gabriel Rios. La cadena

E M E RALD N EC KLAC E d= s=nderos va conectar |,500 acres de parques, terrenos abiersos y corredores de habitat, al mismo tiempo historica-

mente conectando los rios de Rio Hondo y San Gabriel. B multi-bereficial sistema de parques y senderos va ofrecer

critica opornidades recreacional y fomentar 2 salud del piblico.

Proyecto Detalles: (A un vistazo)

Herercia de Maturaleza y Cultura: Con restauracion de habitt, & caracter original d= la terra y las comuridades del
pazmado regresan 3 wida, Las historias de kos Ladires, los barrios ¥ los Americanos Mativos esean presentes. Esto ofrece
per=raciones del pasado y futuro ura vislembre del pasada.

Oportunidades de Recreacion ¥ 1a Salud Publica: & cllar Esmeralda ofrece muy
imp-url::nt: ¥ necesario aporiunidades de r:_l:ru.-:ir:\n para ressdentes sufriendo de -=n'f\:rn'|-=|:l:|:|-=: cronicas como hip-
ercension, asma, diabetss y obesidad. Tambien crea 2ftermativas corredores de transportacion con oportunidades para
camimar ¥ andar en biciclera para trabajo o la escuela.

La Salud y Restauracion del Medio Ambiente: L restauracion del medio ambiente ¥
la salud del miedio ambiante van mano y mana. Limpiando dreas sfectados con quemadura y haciendo restauracion de
habitae ayuda 2 mejorar la sz2fud de los scosistemas bioldgicos intercorecados.

D990 0800 | @O0 09

-
-y
-

Biodiversidad Urbana y Habitat Restauracion: Rescuracidn de kibitaz ofrece una
plassforma para el desarrollo de Biodreersidad Urbarna, reforzando =) nativo flora y fauna.

Acceso a Haturalexa/Multi Modal Aprendiendes para Jovenes Margi-
MAadoS: Scenas naturales forman lugares muy dinamicos donde podemnos aprender v =sto se ha conectado muy
fuerts con mejor funcioramiento en la escuela. Salones de la escuela afesra crean una conexion dentro de los jovenes
e laa cuidad ¥ la maturalzz

Instruccion de Trabajo Para JOVENES: Bl Amigos de los Rics “Gresn jobs Corp’ programa no
solaments es para crear trabajos en una economia gue bo necesita, pero tambien da a los jovenss ks habifdades y expe-
risncia para entrar 2 los trabajos del nuevo y creciendo verde sconomea. E-els:ir:-n de Recurses deAnu: B plantande de
arboies 3 lo largo da la Cofar Esmeralda ofrece un viable sistemna de & pestion de tempestad agua—un arbol intercepea
3.000 pafones de lluvia cada afo. Ad=mas, los proyectos a lo largo de la Cofar Esmeralda mejoran i clidad de agua, v
tambign animan conservacion por utfizando practicas sostenibles de panorama

00902990080 00000

20 0T

Aigra e W
Sign wp by contacting us by phone or email:

£26.444.8665 R, |

volunteerZamizozdelosrios.crg Amigm de los Fne




LEGEND

I Industrial Area
S Commercial Area | —
B School

Residential
s Equestrian Trail
e Class A Muti-benefit Bike trail
= = = Proposed Equestrian Trail
@ = @ Proposed Muti-benefit Bike trail
P Potential Park Entrance
B Existing Park Entrance
> Lake Edge View Point
/. Exercise Station
+% Picnic Area

Santa Anita Was

.
- -
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% rail Link to
San Gabriel River
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AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS - EMERALD NECKLACE GROUP
BEFORE







v

Q."E’C:e\\ www.amigosdelosrios.org | 908 E Altadena Dr|Altadena, CA91001 |t:[626] 791.1611|f:[626]791.1771

* Created 540 linear foot bioswale
* Created 350 linear foot decomposed granite frail

* Removed subteranean concrete from former
quarmry

* Total frees planted to date 240
* Total shrubs planted to date 1,611

.. == e Total rees planted to date 8,712



EMERALD NECKLACE STEWARDSHIP
) 4

2015 VOLUNTEER EVENTS
NATIVE PLANT CARE EVENTS AT SCHOOLS & PARKS!

SPEND SOME TIME OUTDOORS!
EMERALD We will be caring for native plant & habitat restoration areas and for park amenities &

NECKLACE interpretive signage. We will supply the materials, work gloves & tools.

ALL YOU NEED TO BRING IS ELBOW GREASE!

SUPPORT THE EMERALD NECKLACE!

’ =TreePlanting gigge=ShrubPlanting @ =Muiching

Together we can make a difference
We look forward to seeing you there! Please spread the word!

ON ik, _. 000

1 gl first5la
SIGN UP to RSVP, receive updates and additional volunteer days by e-mailing:

volunteer@amigosdelosrios.org or visit us at www.amigosdelosrios.org

Ry APRLANIS e d SENTTAN S ©
ng:l::g:s\? APRIL 11,2015 "‘m"gems vy frmtbely Ave, South Gate, CA 90280
m z APRIL 18,2015 ﬁ”’ 379“5'3 E?f‘ﬁf'ﬁ'i‘%‘?«?nte. CA 91732
h 0. APRIL 25,2015 e e an R4 B Monte, CA 91732
Z = MAY 2,2015 River 3 |5>§31|< Kjv%:kc ggﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁ Ea;k9 1006

9 MAY 9,2015 —— k?z%"g?f‘;‘:ﬂ?;‘,‘ ErMonte, CA 91732
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LLl z MAY 30 2015 Q‘! 3064 Whitaer Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90023
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Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/emeraldnecklace Follow us on Twitter @amigosrios

EMERALD
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A California Conservation Corps
member helps us pull bullfrogs
out of the water at Peck Water
Conservation Park. Bullfrogs are
an invasive species in Southern
California and cause ecological harm
For more info click here http://bit.
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at Peck Road Water Conservation
Park.
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Project Information Packet

The Lower LA River Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) aims to ensure that subsequently
implemented projects are carried out in accordance with the Lower LA River Revitalization Plan
and that stakeholders continue to have a voice in implementation. In its role as an advisory body,
the IAG will provide guidance on proposed projects, but ultimately, individual entities with
jurisdiction along the river corridor including the LA County Flood Control District, the US Army
Corps of Engineers, and the cities will continue having decision-making authority.

Julia Russ Asmus Park Storm Water Infiltration and Restoration Project

Project Name

Project Location 8321 Jaboneria Rd, Bell Gardens, CA 90201

Current Project Phase General project concept with no professional design work

Project Proponent City of Bell Gardens - Public Works Department

Mailing Address 8327 Garfield Ave, Bell Gardens, CA 90201

Contact Person Chau Vu Department/Title Public Works Director

cvu@bellgardens.org Phone (562) 334-1790

Email

Project Description (Attach map / site layout / concept sketch):

Julia Russ Asmus Park is located next to a Los Angeles County Flood District channel with a floodgate

in the park. When the channel becomes full, it causes major flooding that overflows onto Shull Street and the
neighboring residential community, rendering the park unusable and making nearby streets impassable.
There is a single catch basin on Shull Street that cannot support the capacity of the street runoff when the
channel is full. This project will install ten (10) infiltration wells and one (1) pre-treatment unit to alleviate

the flooding. It will have the capacity to retain up to 80,000 gallons of water while infiltrating a flow of

2.5 cubic feet per second into the ground. The project will prevent future flood damage to the neighborhood
and will keep the water onsite where the infiltration into the ground will naturally remove pollutants from the
storm water, recharge groundwater supplies, and alleviate pressure placed on the regional flood control
system that leads to the nearby Los Angeles River.

To increase community activity, an interactive garden will be included so children can take an active role

in learning about the personal and societal benefits of reusing storm water and the importance of native flora

as habitat.

References / Letters of Support (If available, list and attach):

Bell Gardens Police Department; SCAG; US Congressmember; State Assemblymember; and
State Senator

lowerlariver.org Revised: 2019-02-26



Project Discussion

The intent of the project packet is to help the proposed project remain consistent with the Lower
Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan (LLARRP) and identify are of potential nheed where the
committees and the Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) can be a resource to aid in finding
funding, project partners, innovation, etc. Please answer the following questions as completely

as possible given the stage of the project.
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Infrastructure

Habitat &
Ecosystem

Benefit

PREWIC

PPC

PACEC

Question

1. Is the project consistent with the Lower Los Angeles River
Revitalization Plan (LLARRP)?

Explain:Manage flood risk, enhance vibrant public spaces, promote physical activity

2. Does the project improve the overall water quality of the Los Angeles
River?

Explain: |nfiltration wells, ground water storage

3. Does the project implement stormwater capture, water conservation
practices, and/or other methodologies?

Explain: |nfiltration wells retain 80,000 gallons of storm water into the grounc

i

4. What environmental documentation (CEQA, NEPA, etc.) will be
required or has been completed for the project?

Explain: CEQA will be required, categorical exemption - existing facilities.

5. Are there any activities associated with the project that could impact
the environment such as trash, pet waste, or chemicals?

Explain:

6. Will the project reduce or mitigate GHG emissions, improve air
quality, and/or improve water quality?

Explain: Filter storm water and recharge ground water storage.

7. Will the project modify existing infrastructure such as flood control
channels, open space, utility corridors, ROW land use, and
transportation corridors?

Explain: Modify open space - wells will be placed where there is currently grass.

8. Does the project create habitat or improve ecosystem health within
the watershed?

Explain:

9. Is there native Los Angeles River riparian/wetland vegetation planned
for the project?

Explain:

10. Does the project expand existing or create new multi-benefit
opportunities?

Explain: New interactive garden for children.




Community Engagement

PREWIC

PPC

PACEC

Question

11. Is there potential funding the project proponent is seeking for the
project?

Explain: RMC Prop 1 and Prop 68 funds.

12. Are there any funding gaps identified in the project?

Explain:

13. Are there any identified partnerships?

Explain: cCalifornia Conservation Corps, Los Angeles Conservation Corps

14. Are there plans for addressing safety and security within the project
limits?

Explain: Update lighting for added safety.

15. Is the project identified in any existing plans/policies (federal, state,
local)?

Explain: Asmus Park is connected to Shull Park project identified in LLARRP.

16. Has the city in which the project will be located adopted any of the
policies described in the Community Stabilization Toolkit?

Explain:\Workforce development

17. Is there a group the project intends to serve (e.g., residents, youth,
pedestrians, cyclists, artists, equestrians, bird watchers)?

Explain: Residents, youth, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

18. Is the project in a disadvantaged community?

hvin o
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Explain: pollution burden; median household income is 57% of State's

19. Will the project create any potential negative impacts on the local
community?

Explain: |t will create positive impacts, alleviate flooding, improve park condi

tions

20. Does the project address the concerns of equity, displacement, and
environmental justice?
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Explain: project will grant residents the ability to stay.

21. Has the project been engaging the community in its development
process?

Explain: Residents expressed concerns, City is attempting to resolve the iss

ue.

22. Has the project consulted with the Native nations it intends to build
land on?

Explain: N/A

23. Are there future plans for community engagement?

Explain: Public awareness meetings; educational outreach events

24. Has the project received feedback?

Explain:

3



https://lowerlariver.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Community-Stabilization-Toolkit.pdf

Building Blocks

The LLARRP developed a vast array of Building Blocks — modular concepts and strategies — that
can be assembled in a variety of ways to develop specific projects, policies, and programs. Please

indicate the Building Blocks that the proposed project intends to use.

Applied | Building Block

Applied | Building Block

Leverage pump stations to convey

X Active space stormwater
Additional permanent homeless shelters | X Lighting
Bike hubs Loop and spur trails

X Bioswales X Low income access
Boardwalks and overlooks Low water crossings
Brownfields remediation Low-flow channel modifications
Climbing wall Multi-use publicly-owned properties
Commercial zone access Onsite water recycling

X Community garden X Open space access
Community gateway Overcrossing

X Continuous park space Oyster bed restoration
Curb cuts/street eddy basins X Passive space
Destination stops X Pedestrian and cyclist access
Diversion to sanitary sewer Permeable paving

X Drinking fountains Plazas
Dry wells Pop-up parks
Elevated paths Property acquisition
Equestrian trails Public art and murals
Floodplain expansion Recreation center

X Green infrastructure Regional gateway
Habitat area Shade (veg. or structural)
Historical, cultural, environmental L

X education/assets/signage Transit-oriented development
Homeless space sharing Tunnels

X Infiltration basins and trenches Undercrossing
In-river access and safety X Water capture and onsite storage

Leverage planned regional water recycling
projects

Water recreation

Source: Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan, Volume I, p. 1.3-16 — 1.3-19, Table 1.3-1.



http://lowerlariver.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Volume%202,%20Chapter%202%20List%20of%20Strategies%20for%20All%20Opportunity%20Areas.pdf

Julia Russ Asmus Park
Stormwater Infiltration and
Restoration Project




Project background

e Julia Russ Asmus Park is located in the City |
of Bell Gardens

e Adjacent to the 710 Freeway

f
I A

e Residential communities surround the
Park

 LACFCD channel runs along northern
boarder of the Park

* Major flooding occurs when the channel
becomes full




Flooding onto Shull St and
the surrounding residential
community renders the park
unusable and streets
impassable

Statement

of Need

Previous pumping methods
= temporary solution to the
problem

The Park hasn’t been
upgraded in over 20 years
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Project Description

This project will install infiltration wells to
alleviate flooding; incorporate natural and
educational elements to emphasize the park’s
role as an outdoor classroom for nearby Bell
Gardens Elementary School; provide habitat for
native flora and fauna; and also make safety
improvements throughout the park.

NORTHBOUND -710




Stormwater Treatment and Infiltration

THE PROJECT WILL INFILTRATE THE CITY INTENDS TO INSTALL
STORMWATER & FACILITATE 10 INFILTRATION WELLS AND
PERCOLATION 1 PRE-TREATMENT UNIT
ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF
THE PARK

WELL CAPACITY UP TO 80,000
GALLONS

INFILTRATING 2.5 CUBIC
FEET/SECOND



Treatment and Infiltration Benefits

* Preventing future flood damage

* Infiltration will naturally remove pollutants from
stormwater

* Recharge groundwater supplies

* Reduce water demand by improving conservation and
water use efficiency

* Alleviate pressure on the regional flood control system that
leads to the LA River



Partnership with Bell Gardens
Elementary School

Project
- Informational sighage that educates
beneflts mn‘ students & community about the

role of stormwater and the natural

continued & cultural history

Improved community activity

through improved park safety




Community
Outreach

* Collaboration with a variety of
community partners including a long-
standing partnership with the Bell
Gardens School District

* The City’s Recreation and Community
Services will host informative meetings
regarding the project

*  Support of agencies such as: gateway
Cities, Senator Ricardo Lara, Assembly
Member Cristina Garcia, Supervisor Hilda
Solis, and the City’s Police Department




The Julia Russ Asmus
Park project will
directly benefit a

disadvantaged

community with
limited open space and
a highly urbanized
environment.

This project will ensure
the community’s
children and families
are empowered to play
arolein creating a
healthful environment.

This project will
encourage sustainable
growth that balances
environmental, social
and economic benefits

through water

sustainability and
upholding a prominent
open space for the
community.

In Closing

This project is multi-
beneficial,
implementing flood
management practices
and increasing storm
water capture to
recharge the
groundwater basin
while expanding access
to a park that hosts
several activities for
residents of all ages.
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Project Information Packet

The Lower LA River Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) aims to ensure that subsequently
implemented projects are carried out in accordance with the Lower LA River Revitalization Plan
and that stakeholders continue to have a voice in implementation. In its role as an advisory body,
the IAG will provide guidance on proposed projects, but ultimately, individual entities with
jurisdiction along the river corridor including the LA County Flood Control District, the US Army
Corps of Engineers, and the cities will continue having decision-making authority.

Project Name Power Walking Among Power Lines

Project Location City of Vernon

Current Project Phase  Conceptual

Project Proponent Gateway Water Management Authority

Mailing Address 16401 Paramount Boulevard

Paramount, CA 90723

Contact Person Grace Kast Department/Title GWMA / Executive Officer

Email gracekast.gateway@gmail.com Phone (562) 663-6850

Project Description (Attach map / site layout / concept sketch):

The proposed project is intended to provide passive recreational opportunities including pedestrian activities, alternative
transportation, picnicking, and native habitat observation. During weekday business hours, primary users are expected to be
manufacturing and office workers on break and lunch hour. Residents of adjacent park poor areas of the Cities of Maywood
and Huntington Park are expected to frequent the park during evenings and weekends. In conjunction with the proposed
Riverside Bike Trail and Randolph Street Rail to Green Trail Project, the combined project would result in ten kilometer loop
that could support marathons. Cyclists utilizing the riverside bike path could utilize the park area for respite or to access food
vendors and stores. Residents with access to the Metro Blue or proposed West Santa Ana Branch lines could access the
proposed recreational area and completed loop trails or use the proposed Lower LAR Projects to access the River and other
recreational opportunities. Portions of the easement are suitable for upland native habitat development or a pump station could
be utilized to divert highly treated effluent or reclaimed water to provide areas of wetland or riparian habitat (assuming
authorization by the City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, which is a significant planning and design alternative
at this step in the design process). The project was initially conceived to capture and infiltrate approximately one thousand acre
feet of industrial storm water runoff per year and the portion of the project nearest the Metro and Randolph Street alignment
supports percolation rates of 1.7" per hour, with higher rates likely to be present closer to the Los Angeles River.

References / Letters of Support (If available, list and attach):

Through submittal of the Los Angeles River Upper Reach 2 Watershed Management Area (LAR UR2 WMA) Watershed Management
Program (WMP) Plan, the partnering Cities of Bell, Bell Gardens, Commerce, Cudahy, Huntington Park, and Maywood have implicitly
supported the concept of this project and committed to provide matching support to assist in its implementation.

1
lowerlariver.org Revised: 2019-02-26
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transportation, picnicking, and native habitat observation.  During weekday business hours, primary users are expected to be manufacturing and office workers on break and lunch hour.  Residents of adjacent park poor areas of the Cities of Maywood 
and Huntington Park are expected to frequent the park during evenings and weekends.  In conjunction with the proposed 
Riverside Bike Trail and Randolph Street Rail to Green Trail Project, the combined project would result in ten kilometer loop 
that could support marathons.  Cyclists utilizing the riverside bike path could utilize the park area for respite or to access food
vendors and stores.  Residents with access to the Metro Blue or proposed West Santa Ana Branch lines could access the 
proposed recreational area and completed loop trails or use the proposed Lower LAR Projects to access the River and other recreational opportunities.  Portions of the easement are suitable for upland native habitat development or a pump station could 
be utilized to divert highly treated effluent or reclaimed water to provide areas of wetland or riparian habitat (assuming 
authorization by the City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, which is a significant planning and design alternative
at this step in the design process).  The project was initially conceived to capture and infiltrate approximately one thousand acre
feet of industrial storm water runoff per year and the portion of the project nearest the Metro and Randolph Street alignment
supports percolation rates of 1.7" per hour, with higher rates likely to be present closer to the Los Angeles River.
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16401 Paramount Boulevard www. gatewaywater.org 7
Paramount, CA 90723 /
562.663.6850 phone |

562-634-8216 fax

Los Angeles Gateway Region
Integrated Regional Water Management
Joint Powers Authority

October 12, 2018

Mr. Mark Stanley

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road
Azusa, CA 91702

Dear Mr. Stanley,

Subject: Support for the Los Angeles River Upper Reach 2 Watershed Management Area
Transmission Line Easement Infiltration Basin, in the City of Vernon, Planning
Project Application to the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy (RMC) Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant
Program

As the Executive Officer of the Gateway Water Management Authority (GWMA), the State-
recognized agency for integrated water resources management in the Gateway Region, we are
excited to support the Transmission Line Easement Infiltration Basin, in the City of Vernon,
Planning Project application for funding from the Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant
Program through the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy
(RMC).

As you know, the GWMA has been an active leader in developing multi-benefit projects
throughout the Gateway Region, with a focus on watershed and recreational improvements in
disadvantaged communities. We are strong proponents We are strong proponents of projects
that combine open space and park improvements with water conservation, stormwater runoff
quality improvements, social and health benefits, and restore native habitat to support recreation
and wildlife adjacent to our riparian corridors.

The Transmission Line Easement Infiltration Basin Planning Project, in the City of Vernon, would
further conceptualize how to best divert polluted stormwater runoff, generated within tributary
urban areas, from entering the Los Angeles River by encouraging infiltration and groundwater
recharge within the Central Basin Municipal Water District region. The ultimate objective being
the establishment of new habitat and passive recreational areas in the open, and often blighted

Lisa Rapp (Lakewood), Board Chair » Adriana Figueroa (Paramount), Vice-Chair  Kelli Tunnicliff (Signal Hill), Secretary/Treasurer
Proudly serving Gateway cities and agencies in Southeastern Los Angeles County

Members: Artesia - Avalon - Bell - Bell Gardens - Bellflower -Central Basin Municipal Water District - Cerritos - Commerce - Cudahy - Downey - Hawaiian Gardens -
Huntington Park - La Mirada - Maywood - Lakewood - Long Beach - Long Beach VWater Department - Lynwood - Montebello - Norwalk - Paramount - Pico Rivera
Santa Fe Springs - Signal Hill - South Gate - Vernon - Water Replenishment District of Southern California - Whittier

With Technical Support From The Sanitation Districts Of Los Angeles County



areas adjacent to the transmission towers, to provide a wonderful enhancement to the quality of
life for several of our economically and socially disadvantaged communities.

We believe the Transmission Line Easement Infiltration Basin Planning Project, in the City of
Vernon, is most worthy of Proposition 1 Lower Los Angeles River Grant Program Funding due to
its proposed objective of providing new watershed-appropriate native landscaping to support
wildlife habitat and mitigate adverse environmental effects within the project area. Given the
limited availability of open space and the continued need to use alternative sources of water it is
my sincere hope that the RMC will consider funding this worthwhile project.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (626) 485-0338 or, Daniel Wall, City of Vernon
Director of Public Works at (323) 583-8811 extension 305, dwall@ci.vernon.ca.us, or Kekoa
Anderson at (949) 887-0731, Kekoa@KoaConsulting.net.

Sincerely,

Q \ .
: )?ff{w oead . KaTx
Grace J. Kés}
Executive Officer
Gateway Water Management Authority

Lisa Rapp (Lakewood), Board Chair » Adriana Figueroa (Paramount), Vice-Chair « Kelli Tunnicliff (Signal Hill), Secretary/Treasurer
Proudly serving Gateway cities and agencies in Southeastern Los Angeles County

Members: Artesia - Avalon - Bell - Bell Gardens - Bellflower -Central Basin Municipal Water District - Cerritos - Commerce - Cudahy - Downey - Hawaiian Gardens -
Huntington Park - La Mirada - Maywood - Lakewood - Long Beach - Long Beach VWater Department - Lynwood - Montebello - Norwalk - Paramount - Pico Rivera
Santa Fe Springs - Signal Hill - South Gate - Vernon - Water Replenishment District of Southern California - Whittier

With Technical Support From The Sanitation Districts Of Los Angeles County



Green Vernon Commission Agenda Item Report

Agenda Item No. COV-93-2019
Submitted by: Diana Figueroa

Submitting Department: City Administration
Meeting Date: March 20, 2019

SUBJECT
Los Angeles River Path Project Presentation
By: Metro Representatives

Recommendation:
A. No action required by the Commission. This is a presentation only.

Background:

The LA River Path Project is a proposed eight-mile, shared-use bicycle and pedestrian path extension between Elysian
Valley through Downtown Los Angeles to the City of Vernon, closing the longest remaining continuous gap in the Los
Angeles River Bike Path. Metro, along with a number of local and regional organizations, has identified closing the gap
in the Los Angeles River Bike Path between Elysian Valley and Vernon as a high priority walking and biking
infrastructure project. When complete, this facility will provide a seamless 32-mile grade-separated regional corridor for
walking and bicycling through the heart of Los Angeles County, connecting Long Beach to the San Fernando Valley
along the River.

In September 2016, Metro completed a Feasibility Study on the project. The study consisted of conducting an
mventory of the project area, including real estate and right-of-way ownership; conceptual engineering analyses of
alternative alignments; hydraulic analysis of the most constraining alternative; and detailed study of the surrounding
neighborhoods and the mfrastructure for walking and bicycling in and through them. The study assumed a path along the
west bank of'the river, consistent with the existing paths at the project’s northern and southern termmi. The study
demonstrates that although technical challenges and physical constraints exist, closing the 8-mile gap is feasible through
various engineering solutions.

Metro is currently in the Conceptual Design phase of the project development and has been gathering additional
information about existing conditions, engaging the public and stakeholders, and is beginning to identify potential design
alternatives. Metro has hosted numerous community based meetings and is currently conducting an online survey to
gather more public input on the project. In the next project phase, Metro will work to environmentally clear and fulfill all
permitting requirements for this project under the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Public outreach and community
engagement will continue throughout this phase of the project.

Fiscal Impact:
None.

ATTACHMENTS



Project Discussion

The intent of the project packet is to help the proposed project remain consistent with the Lower
Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan (LLARRP) and identify are of potential nheed where the
committees and the Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) can be a resource to aid in finding
funding, project partners, innovation, etc. Please answer the following questions as completely
as possible given the stage of the project.

Environment

()
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Habitat &
Ecosystem

PREWIC

PPC

PACEC

Question

1. Is the project consistent with the Lower Los Angeles River
Revitalization Plan (LLARRP)?

Explain: Project #135 LADWP Multi-Use Trail & #77 Randolph Street Rail to Green Tralil.

v

2. Does the project improve the overall water quality of the Los Angeles
River?

Explain: Diverts 1,000 acre industrial catchment from Los Angeles R

v

Ver.

3. Does the project implement stormwater capture, water conservation
practices, and/or other methodologies?

Explain:Captures industrial and storm runoff for infiltration and groundwater

v

recharge.

4. What environmental documentation (CEQA, NEPA, etc.) will be
required or has been completed for the project?

Explain: CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration included as part of current Grant.

v

5. Are there any activities associated with the project that could impact
the environment such as trash, pet waste, or chemicals?

Explain: Project anticipates frequent maintenance to control trash and pet w

4

astes.

6. Will the project reduce or mitigate GHG emissions, improve air
quality, and/or improve water quality?

Explain: Project improves water quality and vegetation should mitigate GHG

v

emissions.

7. Will the project modify existing infrastructure such as flood control
channels, open space, utility corridors, ROW land use, and
transportation corridors?

4

Explain: Project improves existing utility corridor and provides transportatior linkages.
8. Does the project create habitat or improve ecosystem health within J

the watershed?

Explain: Yes, the project anticipates including areas mixed landscaping & native habitat.
9. Is there native Los Angeles River riparian/wetland vegetation planned J

for the project?

Explain: The area is more appropriate for upland, rather than wetland/riparian, habitat.

10. Does the project expand existing or create new multi-benefit
opportunities?

v

Explain: The proposed project creates new water quality, habitat, and recre?tional uses.
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Community Engagement

PREWIC

PPC

PACEC

Question

11. Is there potential funding the project proponent is seeking for the
project?

Explain: LAR UR2 WMA typically shares matching fund support for WMP regional

v

BMPs|

12. Are there any funding gaps identified in the project?

Explain: Not for design phase. Construction phase will need additional assistance,

v

13. Are there any identified partnerships?

Explain: The LAR Upper Reach 2 Watershed Management Area assists with

v

match fund

14. Are there plans for addressing safety and security within the project
limits?

4

Explain: The project is within the jurisdiction of the City of Vernon Police Department.
15. Is the project identified in any existing plans/policies (federal, state, J
local)?

Explain: Yes, Los Angeles River Upper Reach 2 Watershed Management Program (WMP) Plan.
16. Has the city in which the project will be located adopted any of the

policies described in the Community Stabilization Toolkit? J
Explain: City of Vernon has both a Sustainability Action Plan and Green Commission.
17. Is there a group the project intends to serve (e.g., residents, youth, J
pedestrians, cyclists, artists, equestrians, bird watchers)?

Explain:Primarily worker and resident pedestrians and cyclists, with potential artists.
18. Is the project in a disadvantaged community? J
Explain: Adjacent areas of the Cities of Huntington Park and Maywood are DACs

19. Will the project create any potential negative impacts on the local J
community?

Explain: Loss of private parking in some easement areas may be an impact.

20. Does the project address the concerns of equity, displacement, and J
environmental justice?

Explain: The project provides new green and recreational space in under served areas.

21. Has the project been engaging the community in its development
process?

Explain: Community outreach will expand after DWP authorization of design

concept.

22. Has the project consulted with the Native nations it intends to build
land on?

Explain: Native Nations outreach is proposed during CEQA review process.

23. Are there future plans for community engagement?

Explain: Yes, through the Vernon Green Commission and neighboring outr

fforts.

24. Has the project received feedback?

Explain: The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board approved 0

f WMP Plan

3


https://lowerlariver.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Community-Stabilization-Toolkit.pdf
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Building Blocks

The LLARRP developed a vast array of Building Blocks — modular concepts and strategies — that
can be assembled in a variety of ways to develop specific projects, policies, and programs. Please
indicate the Building Blocks that the proposed project intends to use.

Applied | Building Block Applied Building Block

t

Active space

Leverage pump stations to convey
stormwater

Additional permanent homeless shelters

Lighting

Bike hubs

Loop and spur trails

Bioswales

Low income access

Boardwalks and overlooks

Low water crossings

AL RN

Brownfields remediation

Low-flow channel modifications

Climbing wall

Multi-use publicly-owned properties

Commercial zone access

Onsite water recycling

Community garden

Open space access

Community gateway

Overcrossing

Continuous park space

Oyster bed restoration

Curb cuts/street eddy basins

Passive space

Destination stops

Pedestrian and cyclist access

Diversion to sanitary sewer

Permeable paving

Drinking fountains

Plazas

Dry wells

Pop-up parks

Elevated paths

Property acquisition

Equestrian trails

Public art and murals

Floodplain expansion

Recreation center

Green infrastructure

Regional gateway

Habitat area

Shade (veg. or structural)

Historical, cultural, environmental
education/assets/signage

A N N N N N G

Transit-oriented development

Homeless space sharing

Tunnels

ZEALA S EL BRI

Infiltration basins and trenches

Undercrossing

In-river access and safety

v

Water capture and onsite storage

Leverage planned regional water recycling
projects

Water recreation

Source: Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan, Volume I, p. 1.3-16 — 1.3-19, Table 1.3-1.



http://lowerlariver.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Volume%202,%20Chapter%202%20List%20of%20Strategies%20for%20All%20Opportunity%20Areas.pdf
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Questions?



LA River Multi-Use Trails

Presented by: Jim Meyer, Trails4All / BCHC-SARU / WRCA
Power-Point by: Shelby Meyer




Introduction

Trails4All sees the need to create the Trail Plans for connecting or adding
to the identified "Signature Projects” (Upper Segment; Cudahy River Park;
Rio Hondo Confluence River Park; Middle Segment Cross-Over; Compton
Creek River Park; Wrigley Heights River Park; and Willow St. River Park.)
to the existing 9.4 mile LA River Multi-Use Trail.

(Laying out my thoughts heading from top to bottom. Actual projects
might tend to come on line in random order as their associated projects
are rolled out.)




Our ldeas Include:

Think of trails as a linear parks. Adds almost 5 miles (+ 50%) to existing trail.

New Multi-Use trail from Upper Segment to connect to Cudahy River Park.

New Multi-Use trail from "Cudahy River Park” project to new “"Confluence River
Park” project.

The "trail component” planning in the Confluence (in conjunction with the City of
South Gate and the TPL's "Urban Orchard” project.)

Trail planning to connect today's multi-use trail the Middle Segment Cross-over.
(This connection could possibly connect the Compton equestrian community to the
River.)

Compton Creek Crossing and connection.
Wrigley Heights (?) (Today’s trail runs along here, so there may not be any need.)

Trail planning to extend the last portion of today's multi-use trail to cross the LA
River and connect to the new "Willow Street River Park".

(... and Re-establish the Rio Hondo Multi-Use Trail from Whittier down to
confluence. A mix of encroachment/easement issues and maintenance issues.)




1) Atlantic Blvd and Upper Segment Multi-Use Easemen

o) Location: Atlantic Boulevard to Southern Avenue

0 Potential Features: Expanded multi-use path, bike and pedestrian connections and crossings, green street,
gateway park, access points, passive recreation area, habitat corridor, stormwater capture facility, etc.

» Atlantic Ave. Vernon: At one time, there seemed to be some talk about extending the LAR Bike path up into/thru
this section. If that’s the case, the Multi-Use (dirt or mostly dirt) trail could go with them.

» It is interesting that the “perspective” shows an equestrian, but currently there is no way to get there and no local
equestrians that we know of. Depending on what goes into this park, there could be an opportunity for something
like a pony-ride concessionaire.

» If we are successful in extending the multi-use trail from where it ends today, at the confluence of the Rio Hondo,
across into the Confluence Park, up through or along the Urban Orchard and connecting to the Cudahy Road River
Park, then it would make sense to continue the rest of the way up to here, adding about 4 %2 total miles to the
Multi-Use (mostly dirt) Trail. The addition of 4 2 miles of trail from the Paramount/South Gate equestrian centers
would provide an ideal day’s ride. Putting in some hitching rails and stock waterers and, of course, a restroom
would complement the park.

» To get all the way here, there are a number of known challenges such as having to cross under the |-710 and thre
Rail lines, (and the new WSAB Metro line.)
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2) Cudahy River Park

o Location: Clara Street to Randolph Street

o Potential Features: Multi-use bridge, channel access, river crossing, levee
terracing, Clara Street complete street, river road shared street,
habitat/stormwater management facility, community garden, etc.

» We would like to plan a NEW trail to connect the existing LA River trail by
crossing from west to east and then connecting upstream to the Upper
Segment, and downstream, through/along the City of South Gate's Urban
Orchard Project to the proposed "Confluence” Project.

» Also, plan for a system of multi-use trails within the “projects” that would be
suitable for equestrian use.
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3) Rio Hondo Confluence

o Location: Southern Avenue to Century Boulevard

o Potential Features: Modified low-flow channel, vegetated terraces, river
crossings, access ramp, bridge park, improved multi-use access, new open space,
upland habitat area, amphitheater and historical center, community center, etc.

» Plan the connection from to the "Confluence” project to today's trail that ends
just above Imperial Hwy., across via a "Multi Use" bridge that was proposed in
our LLAR WG Plan.

» Also, plan for multi-use trails within the "project”, again allowing for
equestrian use.

» (Getting a good trail across to and through this project is the most critical.)




1,260

0
) Feet

<

} Featured Opportunity

Other Opportunity

(

Garfield

o | o—
= T
- :

A<

.
R PTRN

Py :oaf,\“

R S 0F 53008 S
100 OF LRI ¥ Gl S AP

108200 BINO33 oA LTS 00 I Suaggens 2.
P Aagepenn Ao 0 Yos fwocmen el
i Koy buopmto suonemprucy |

S Atlantjc
Ave

Lop,
Bey.d
Frooh

PAlg 35.;.;,

’nfersga'e 710

*‘excluding channel area




3 %) Spur Trail on Century Blvd.

o Location: Century Blvd, between River and Garfield Ave.

o Potential Features: Modeled after streets/trails in Norco, this connection
would allow access to three restaurants and a mini-mart at the intersection.

» This spur is at south end of Hollydale Park and would run directly in front of
the Century Equestrian Center. (The south side of Century is in the City of
Paramount, but all of the businesses on that corner are in South Gate.)
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4) Middle Segment Crossover and Multi-Use Easement

o Location: Greenleaf Boulevard to Del Amo Boulevard

o Potential Features: Habitat corridor, multi-use river trail, riverfront outlook,
multi-modal crossing, bike repair and pedestrian amenities, open space, etc.

» If, as there seems to be, there are plans to cross both the River AND the |-710
Freeway, then this project has the potential to connect the large equestrian
community located on the west side of Compton to the LA River.

» Currently, these equestrians are about 2 - 3 miles away. A Multi-Use trail
along Greenleaf Ave. would close that gap.

» (This upper part of this section also includes the equestrian area and stables
known as the County’s 72" Street Arena.)
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4 ) Serious need for SAFE crossings of Del Amo
Blvd.

» Both north/south on the trail, AND east/west on south side of highway
crossing the bridge.

» On the west side of the River, there is a very large equestrian center that has
no safe way to access the River trail.

» Also, riders riding down the trail on the east edge of the DeForest Wetlands or
retention basin, find themselves at Del Amo Blvd. with no apparent way to
cross four (maybe 6) lanes of fast moving traffic.
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5) Compton Creek Confluence

o Location: Santa Fe Avenue to Ridgewood Street

o Potential Features: Levee terracing, low-flow crossings, in river access,
pump stations, recreation areas, community center, open space, etc.

» Plan for the multi-use crossing over to the Compton Creek Project that will be
on the west side of the River. There needs to be a plan for a safe connection
over to the existing Multi-Use trail that is on the east side. (and on the far-
side of the levee/bike path.)

» As noted in our discussion of the Upper Segment, there has been some talk
about extending the LAR Bike path up into/thru the Compton Creek. If that’s
the case, the Multi-Use (dirt or mostly dirt) trail MUST go with them. There
will never be another opportunity.
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6) Wrigley Heights River Park

0 Location: Wardlow Road to E 208th Street

o Potential Features: Wetlands, recharge basins, culvert, soccer fields,
community center, community garden, native planting, multi-modal paths, etc.

» Plan multi-Use (Equestrian) trails within, and especially as a rest stop.
Hitching rails, drinkers, etc. Equestrian rig parking?

» As far as | know, the multi-use trail currently runs along the toe of the slope
parallel to the bike path
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/) Willow Street Improvements

o Location: 28th Street to the Pacific Coast Highway

o Potential Features: Breakaway floating boardwalks, bridge park, access
ramp, lower multi-use path, bird-watching platform, low-flow crossing,
restroom/rest stop, complete street improvements, etc.

» The current trail ends, something like a half mile (I'm guessing, because |
haven't ridden down there on horseback since the 1970s!) upstream of the
new Proposed park. Again, we'd need to plan the extension, and then the
crossing to get safely across to the west side, and a nice, multi-use
(equestrian friendly) lay-out through the new park.
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(8) ...

(... and related, but partially outside of this Grant Offering, would be for an
updated plan to re-claim the multi-use trail along the entire length of the Rio
Hondo. This would allow a connection from the Equestrian communities in
Whittier, Pico Rivera and Montebello, down to our stables in South Gate,
Paramount, North Long Beach and the Wrigley neighborhood near Spring Street in

Long Beach.)
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