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The following program study weaves together data-
driven needs analysis, direct community input, and 
technical feasibility. It builds upon the LA River 
Master Plan Goal-Driven Framework, Needs Analysis, 
and Kit of Parts, which establishes six categories of 
infrastructure improvements: floodplain reclamation, 
crossings and platforms, trails and access gateways, 
channel modifications, diversions, and off-channel 
land assets. Whereas these categories and their 
associated design components provide the groundwork 
for river improvements, the program impacts the way 
those improvements are experienced on the ground. 
Proposed program will always be coordinated with the 
Kit of Parts and Common Elements. The following pages 
describe: the data sources from the LA River Master 
Plan needs assessment and community engagement 
process as well as the RHCAP Feasibility Study analysis 
and community engagement process; the pairing of 
the needs assessment with community engagement-
driven programming needs to produce data-driven 
needs; the translation of those needs into site specific 
programming opportunities; and the overall park need 
impacts of need-based project programming. 

PROGRAM STUDY
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Source: LA River Master Plan, LA County Public Works, 2020.

PROGRAM

LA RIVER MASTER PLAN
The LA River Master Plan (expected completion 
2020) is based on a goal-driven framework, which 
connects the plan’s recommendations to their 
potential to achieve the broader Master Plan’s 
nine goals listed here. The needs assessment was 
achieved through a comprehensive evaluation of 
criteria identified in the plan’s existing conditions 
inventory and analysis. It identified areas of 
general, moderate, high need, and in some cases 
very high need relative to each goal.

The previous chapter on LA River Master Plan 
Needs (Chapter 4) explored each of the needs 
within the study area and summarized how the 
RHCAP compared to the rest of the LA River. 
Overall, ecosystem, arts and culture, and water 
quality improvement needs were very high. There 
are also relatively high needs for parks, access, 
engagement and education, and water supply. 

GENERAL

EVALUATION OF RELATIVE NEEDS SURROUNDING THE PROJECT AREA:

MODERATE HIGH NEED VERY HIGH 

FLOOD RISK REDUCTION

PARKS

ECOSYSTEMS

ACCESS

ARTS AND CULTURE

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY*

ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATION

WATER SUPPLY

WATER QUALITY

Need category will shift if rents rise faster than the county average
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* As improvements are made, displacement risk will increase. Therefore, the need for affordable and permanent supportive 
housing should be considered as very high need even though the current conditions only indicate moderate risk.

NEEDS ANALYSIS SUMMARY



GENERAL MODERATE HIGH VERY HIGH 

FLOOD RISK REDUCTION

ACCESS

ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATION WATER SUPPLY WATER QUALITY

ARTS AND CULTURE

PARKS ECOSYSTEMS
LA RIVER MASTER PLAN

The river's highest flood risk reduction needs are located 
further north in the Narrows and in the San Fernando Valley. In 
the project area, channel capacity is relatively high, and the 
need to maintain the level of flood risk reduction is critical.

While the LA River corridor itself does not register as having a high 
park need due to the fact it is not directly populated, communities 
immediately adjacent, especially to the west and north edges of 
the project area have high and very high  park need.

There is a high to very high need for ecosystem improvements 
within the project area. Need tends to increase around confluences 
and tributaries and is further heightened in areas that are less 
developed but are unprotected.

A high population density and low number of arts and cultural 
assets nearby has resulted in a high to very high need score 
for communities near the project area.

A nearly continuous LA River Trail and a trail up the Rio 
Hondo are connectivity assets within the project area. 
However, a gap in the trail at Imperial Highway and a lack 
of connections into adjacent communities results in a an 
overall moderate to high need.

A high population density and low number of engagement and 
education assets near the river has resulted in a moderate to 
high need score for communities near the project area.

The need to continue local water supply initiatives is moderate 
to high as this area is located above the Central Groundwater 
Basin and is almost completely supplied by local groundwater.

Water quality is a major concern in this area with direct 
draining subwatersheds having a high to very high need for 
water quality improvements

PROGRAM

HOUSING AVAILABILITY
There is a general need for affordable housing in the vicinity 
of the Major Project Zone. Residents in certain tracts of 
Canoga Park and Winnetka are potentially vulnerable to 
displacement. In some cases, rent increases would amplify 
this risk for those who do not own their own home.
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LA RIVER MASTER PLAN
GOAL-DRIVEN FRAMEWORK
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All projects must consider goals in 
relation to specificity of place

Goals, Actions, 
and Methods

Projects use as necessary 
to address needs

Projects use as necessary to provide 
consistency in amenities COMMON ELEMENTS

KIT OF PARTS

SITE-SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY NEEDS
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TRAILS & 
ACCESS GATEWAYS

DIVERSIONSCHANNEL 
MODIFICATIONS

OFF-CHANNEL 
LAND ASSETS

Source: OLIN, Gehry Partners, Geosyntec 

CROSSINGS & 
PLATFORMS

FLOODPLAIN 
RECLAMATION

PROGRAM
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LA RIVER MASTER PLAN
KIT OF PARTS: CATEGORIES AND COMPONENTS



FLOODPLAIN 
RECLAMATION

• Wetland

• Naturalized Bank

• Braided Channel

• Field

• Recreation Field

• Surface Storage

• Side Channel

1
CROSSINGS & 
PLATFORMS

• Pedestrian Bridge

• Bike Bridge

• Equestrian Bridge

• Multi-use Bridge

• Cantilever

• Platform

• Habitat / Wildlife Bridge

2
TRAILS & 
ACCESS GATEWAYS 

• River Gateway 

• Pedestrian Trail

• Bike Trail

• Equestrian Trail

• Equestrian Facility

• Multiuse Trail

• Light Tower / Water Tower

• Lookout

• Boardwalk

• Channel Access

• Vehicular Access

• Underpass and Overpass

• Vegetated Buffer

• Habitat Corridor

3
CHANNEL 
MODIFICATIONS

• Terraced Bank

• Check Dam

• Deployable Barrier  

(Dam / Flood Gate)

• Levee

• Armored Channel

• Storm Drain Daylighting

• Vertical Wall

• Reshape Low Flow

• Channel Smoothing

• Texturizing or Grooving

• Concrete Bottom

• Soft Bottom / Concrete 

Removal

• Sediment Removal

• Bridge Pier Modifications

• Access Ramp

4
DIVERSIONS

• Pump

• Diversion Pipe / Tunnel

• Diversion Channel

• Overflow Weir

• Underground Gallery

• Side Channel

• Storm Drain Interceptors

• Wetland

5
OFF-CHANNEL 
LAND ASSETS

• Urban Agriculture (Orchard, Farm, 

Nursery, Community Garden)

• Solar Power 

• Composting 

• Natural Treatment System

• Wetland

• Recreation Field

• Surface Storage

• Subsurface Storage

• Injection Well

• Water Treatment Facility

• Purple Pipe Connection

• Dry Well

• Spreading Ground

• Storm Drain Daylighting

• Affordable Housing

• Art and Culture Facility

6

PROGRAM
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LA RIVER MASTER PLAN
KIT OF PARTS: CATEGORIES AND COMPONENTS



PROGRAM

Source: Gehry Partners, OLIN

SHADE PAVILION
Tier I   (every .4-.6 mi)

REST PAVILION 
Tier II   (every .8-1.2 mi)

GATHERING PAVILION
Tier III   (every 2-3 miles)

TYPICAL CADENCE

• SHADED SEATING 
• RIVER EDUCATION 
• WATER FOUNTAIN 
• EMERGENCY CALL BOX 
• TRASH & RECYCLING 

TIER I COMPONENTS, PLUS: 

• BATHROOMS
• PICNIC AREA  
• CHARGING STATION
• BICYCLE RACKS 
• SNACK STATION
• RECREATION AREA OUTDOOR SHOWERS (OP-

TIONAL)  

TIER I AND II COMPONENTS, PLUS ONE OR MORE 
OF THE FOLLOWING: 

• BIKE RENTAL/REPAIR
• INDOOR LOCKER ROOM AND SHOWERS
• PUBLIC SAFETY STATION
• MULTI-PURPOSE COMMUNITY ROOM (OPTION-

AL)
• COMMUNITY KITCHEN (OPTIONAL)
• SPORTS EQUIPMENT RENTAL (OPTIONAL)

REST

REST

SHADE

SHADE

REST

REST

SHADE

GATHER

REST

REST

SHADE

SHADE

SHADE

GATHER

ACCESS POINT

ACCESS POINT

1/2 MILE
(+/- 1/10 MILE)

1/2 MILE
(+/- 1/10 MILE)

ADJUST TO OPTIMIZE 
DISTANCE
(+/- 1/10 MILE)

ADJUST TO OPTIMIZE 
DISTANCE
(+/- 1/10 MILE)
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LA RIVER MASTER PLAN
RIVER PAVILIONS: TYPES AND CADENCE

1/2 MILE
(+/- 1/10 MILE)

2-3 MILES

LOW FLOW CHANNEL

LA RIVER

RIVER TRAIL
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LA RIVER MASTER PLAN
RIVER PAVILIONS: CONFIGURATIONS

PUBLIC SAFETY STATION

RESTROOM / LOCKER ROOM

OFFICES 

BIKE RENTAL& REPAIR / SPORTS RENTAL

MULTIPURPOSE ROOM 

CAFE / COMMUNITY KITCHEN

TIER II
“REST” PAVILION 
CONFIGURATIONS

TIER I
“SHADE” PAVILION 
CONFIGURATIONS

TIER III
“GATHERING” PAVILION 
CONFIGURATIONS
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Imperial Hwy

Rosecrans Ave

105 Fwy

Firestone Blvd

Southern Ave

Garfield Ave

LA River Trail
Long Beach 10 miles

Rio 
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LA River Trail
Vernon: 2.5 miles

13.5

13.0

12.5

12.0

11.5

11.0

10.5

10.0

Area greater than 1/2 mile from a 
pedestrian/bike accessible bridge

Existing pedestrian/bike 
accessible bridge*

Goal Actions Related to Trail Crossings:

• Provide pedestrian and bicycle connections across the river every half mile.

• Encourage all new pedestrian or road bridges over the river to provide 
pedestrian and bicycle access to the river trail.

• Increase the extent of multiuse trails that connect to the river with separate 
paths for active transport, pedestrians, and equestrians.

INCREASE SAFE TRANSPORTATION ROUTES 
TO THE RIVER.

*Note there are no pedestrian/bike only bridges within the project area. Pedestrian/bike accessible crossings at Fireston, Imperial, and 
Rosecrans are directly adjacent to motorized traffice.
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LA RIVER MASTER PLAN
GOAL-DRIVEN EXAMPLE: PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE CADENCE
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RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE FEASIBILITY STUDY

1 mi. N

RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE

PARKS NEEDS ASSESSMENT: CITY SUMMARY

Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

Very High

Very Low

Moderate

Low

High

RECREATION

LEGEND:
City Boundary

Site Boundary

Rail Lines

Stream/Waterbody

1) PARK LAND: How many acres of park (local parks 
and regional recreation park) are there per 1,000 
people in the Study Area?

2) PARK ACCESS: What percent of the population 
lives within 1/2 mile of a park?

3) PARK PRESSURE: How much park land is avail-
able to residents in the area around each park?

86 02 / Site Context OLIN  |  Gehry Partners  |  Geosyntec  |  MKA

RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE FEASIBILITY STUDY

PARKS NEEDS ASSESSMENT: CITY SUMMARY
RECREATION

South Gate
• 45% of residents live within 1/2 mi. of a park.
• 1.5 park ac. per 1,000 residents.
• Circle Park is in mostly fair condition.
• South Gate Park is in mostly good condition - 

priority projects include adding playgrounds, 
repairing grass at soccer fields, and adding 
splash pads.

• Hollydale Community Park is in mostly in fair to 
poor condition - priority projects include adding 
fitness zone, repairing Equestrian Center, adding 
pools/aquatic facilities, and repairing grass at 
soccer field.

Cudahy
• 82% of residents live within 1/2 mi. of a park.
• 0.8 park ac. per 1,000 residents.
• Cudahy Park is in mostly fair to poor condition - 

priority projects include adding dog parks, adding 
drinking fountains, introducing lighting along 
LA River, replacing restrooms, and replacing 
baseball fields.

• Additional program elements needed in 

neighborhood include adding an amphitheater 
and pools/aquatic facilities.

Bell Gardens
• 82% of residents live within 1/2 mi. of a park.
• 1.3 park ac. per 1,000 residents.
• Julia Russ Asmus Park is in mostly good 

condition.

Bell
• 77% of residents live within 1/2 mi. of a park.
• 0.4 park ac. per 1,000 residents.

Downey
• 39% of residents live within 1/2 mi. of a park.
• 1.1 park ac. per 1,000 residents.
• Apollo Park is in mostly fair condition - priority 

projects include replacing drinking fountains and 
replacing restrooms

• Temple Park is in good condition.
• Additional neighborhood projects include a new 

generic park and new neighborhood park.

Lynwood
• 63% of residents live within 1/2 mi. of a park.
• 1.6 park ac. per 1,000 residents.
• John D Ham Park is in mostly fair condition - 

priority projects include adding park furniture.

Paramount
• 60% of residents live within 1/2 mi. of a park.
• 1.8 park ac. per 1,000 residents.
• Hollydale Park is in mostly fair condition.
• Additional neighborhood projects include a new 

community park south of 105 Freeway.

Los Angeles Countywide Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment

Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment, City of South Gate - Appendix A, pg 4
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Source: OLIN, Rio Hondo Confluence Feasibility Study, 2019

The Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive 
Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment presents 
a methodology to analyze the communities 
surrounding the study area to identify the 
most critical areas in need of park space. The 
methodology took into account park size, 
proximity to parks, and population density, in 
addition to cataloging recreation amenities at 
each park. This methodology was analyzed within 
the Rio Hondo Confluence Feasibility Study (2019), 
and then combined with community engagement 
and other programming research to identify 
neighboring community needs and to inform the 
programmatic decisions involving new park space 
and existing park improvements. 
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PARK NEED
CITY SUMMARY



Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment, LA County General Plan 2035
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RECOMMENDED

EXISTING

4 ACRES
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PARK NEED

LA COUNTY

3.3 ACRES

1.5 ACRES

0.8 ACRES

1.3 ACRES

0.4 ACRES

1.1 ACRES

1.6 ACRES

1.8 ACRES

LA COUNTY (AVERAGE)

SOUTH GATE

CUDAHY

BELL GARDENS

BELL

DOWNEY

LYNWOOD

PARAMOUNT

ACRES PER 1,000 PEOPLE



LOS AMIGOS GOLF COURSE (120 acres)

PROGRAM

Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

1 - 1/2 Mile

1/2 Mile

1 Mile

1/4 Mile 

Park

LEGEND:
City Boundary

Site Boundary

Rail Lines

Stream/Waterbody

HOLLYDALE PARK (48.04 acres)

JULIA RUSS ASMUS PARK (0.76 acres)

HOLLYDALE COMMUNITY PARK
(1.01 acres)

APOLLO PARK (16.33 acres)
RICARDO LARA LINEAR 
PARK (12.89 acres)

CIRCLE PARK (4.4 acres)

SOUTH GATE PARK (83.18 acres)

LYNWOOD PARK (32.68 acres)

CUDAHY PARK (8.33 acres)

N2500'
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PARK NEED
DISTANCE TO PARKS
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HOLLYDALE PARK (48.04 acres)

LOS AMIGOS GOLF COURSE (120 acres)

JULIA RUSS ASMUS PARK (0.76 acres)

HOLLYDALE COMMUNITY PARK
(1.01 acres)

APOLLO PARK (16.33 acres)
RICARDO LARA LINEAR 
PARK (12.89 acres)

CIRCLE PARK (4.4 acres)

SOUTH GATE PARK (83.18 acres)

LYNWOOD PARK (32.68 acres)

CUDAHY PARK (8.33 acres)

N2500'

OLIN  |  Gehry Partners  |  Geosyntec  |  MKA  |  RLA                 07 / Rio Hondo Confluence Area Project Concept Report  135

PARK NEED

Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

1/2 Mile Site Buffer

Greater than 1/2 Mile from Park

1/2 Mile Existing Park Buffer

Existing Parks

LEGEND:
City Boundary

Rail Lines
Stream/Waterbody

AREAS BEYOND 1/2 MILE FROM EXISTING PARKS
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Additional community amenities
(associated with schools, etc.)

Amenities within parks

The Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive 
Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment cataloged 
recreation amenities at each park. To better 
understand the density of park amenities identified 
by the The Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive 
Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment, and the 
amenities location relative to areas underserved 
by parks, the following maps isolate each major 
amenity and use graduated circles to show the 
relative density of amenities available at a given 
location. The magnitude and equitable distribution 
of amenities was then evaluated to determine 
existing recreation programs and potential 
program gaps.
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Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

TENNIS COURTS BASKETBALL COURTS

SWIMMING POOL GYMNASIUM

PARK NEED
DISTANCE TO PARK AMENITIES
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Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

BASEBALL FIELDS SOCCER FIELD MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD SKATE PARKPLAYGROUND

FITNESS ZONE COMMUNITY / SENIOR CTR PICNIC SHELTER DOG PARK EQUESTRIAN CENTER
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Additional community facilities

Other existing program (IN PROGRESS)

Amenities within parks

SWIMMING (1)

BASEBALL (6)

RESTROOM (7)

SKATE PARK (1)

TENNIS (6)

COMMUNITY CENTER (1)

BASKETBALL (3)

BASEBALL (4)

TENNIS (2)

IMPERIAL EQUESTRIAN CENTER

BASEBALL (1) FITNESS ZONE (1) RESTROOMS (2)

DOG PARK (1)

CENTURY EQUESTRIAN CENTER (1)

COMMUNITY GARDEN (1)

SENIOR CENTER (1)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (1)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS (2)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS (2)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (1)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (1)

HIGH SCHOOL (2)

HIGH SCHOOL (1)

HIGH SCHOOL (1)MIDDLE SCHOOL (1)

ADULT SCHOOL (1)

ADULT SCHOOL (1)

PUBLIC LIBRARY (1)PICNIC (1)

BASEBALL (1)

SOCCER (3)

BASKETBALL (2)

SOCCER (1)

BASKETBALL (1)

TENNIS (4)

BASKETBALL (5)

TENNIS (8)

TENNIS (8)

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD (2)

SOCCER (1)

BASKETBALL (8)

BASEBALL (3)

BASEBALL (2)

BASEBALL (1)

PLAYGROUNDS (2)SOCCER (11*)

GYMNASIUM (1)

PICNIC (3)

CONCERTS / MOVIES

CONCERTS / MOVIESMULTI-PURPOSE FIELD (1)

SKATE PARKS (6)PLAYGROUND (1)

PLAYGROUND (1)

BASKETBALL (1)

BASEBALL (1)COMMUNITY CENTER (1) RESTROOM (1)

RESTROOM (1)

PLAYGROUND (1)

PLAYGROUNDS (2)

RESTROOM (1)

1/2 mile

1 mile

N1500'
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Source: OLIN; Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016 * Indicates privately owned facilities

PARK NEED
EXISTING PROGRAM
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1/2 mile

1 mile

COMMUNITY CENTER

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

COMMUNITY CENTER

PICNIC

PLAYGROUND

RESTROOM

DOG PARK

PICNIC SWIMMING

SWIMMINGCOMMUNITY GARDEN

PLAYGROUND

SWIMMINGEDUCATION

SWIMMING

SOCCER SWIMMING

PICNIC

CONCERTS / MOVIES

CONCERTS / MOVIES

SKATE PARK MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

COMMUNITY GARDEN

GYMNASIUM

Program Gaps

N1500'
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Source: OLIN; Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

PARK NEED
EXISTING PROGRAM GAPS
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RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE FEASIBILITY STUDY

0.5 mi. N

Lugo Elementary School

Lynwood High School

Lynwood Community Adult School

Marco Antonio Firebaugh High School
Pathway Independent Study Vista High School

Will Rogers Elementary School
Lynwood Adult School

Washington Elementary School

International Studies Learning Center at 
Legacy High School Complex

Tweedy Elementary School

Aspire Gateway/Firestone Academy Charter

Park Avenue Elementary School
Ellen Ochoa Learning Center

Elizabeth Learning Center
Elizabeth Street Learning Center

Bell Gardens Intermediate

JWCH Institute Inc 
Wesley Health Centers

RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE

Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall

Bell Gardens Elementary School

Heritage Christian School

Hollydale Elementary School
St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy

EDUCATION
COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Source: Los Angeles county GIS Data Portal, Locations/Points of interest (LMS Data) , 2016
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RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE FEASIBILITY STUDYRIO HONDO CONFLUENCE

0.5 mi. N

GROUND COVER AND TREE CANOPY

Tree Canopy

Herbaceous Ground Cover

Barren 

LEGEND:
City Boundary

Site Boundary

Rail Lines

Stream/Waterbody

LAND COVER

Source:  Los Angeles Region Imagery Acquisition Consortium (LARIAC) and Pictometry International Corp
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RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE FEASIBILITY STUDY

1 mi. N

RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE

PERCENT CALENVIROSCREEN SCORE PER CENSUS TRACT
DEMOGRAPHICS

Source: Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, California Environmental Protection Agency, 2017

0% - 9%

10% - 19%

20% - 29%

30% -39%

40% - 49%

50% - 59%

60% - 69%

80% - 89%

70% - 79%

90% - 99%

LEGEND:
City Boundary

Site Boundary

Rail Lines

Stream/Waterbody

Factors: 
• Exposure to Pollutants
• Environmental Factors
• Sensitive Populations
• Socioeconomic Factors
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RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE FEASIBILITY STUDYRIO HONDO CONFLUENCE

0.5 mi. N

MEDIAN AGE PER BLOCK GROUP
DEMOGRAPHICS

Source: US Census Bureau 2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

13 - 19 (Years Old)

20 - 29 

30 - 39

40 - 49

50 - 59

60 - 69

70 - 77

LEGEND:
City Boundary

Site Boundary

Rail Lines

Stream/Waterbody

Los Angeles County Median Age:
• 35.8
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FEASIBILITY STUDY (2019)

In addition to analyzing the Los Angeles 
Countywide Comprehensive Parks & Recreation 
Needs Assessment, the Rio Hondo Confluence 
Feasibility Study (2019) reviewed a broad array 
of datasets related to demographic, cultural, 
and ecological analyses. The locations of 
existing community facilities, tree canopy, and 
population characteristics and density, were 
particularly impactful in assessing potential site 
programs for the project area.
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COMPREHENSIVE SITE ANALYSIS 



PROGRAM

Ecological Analysis

Demographic Analysis

Cultural Analysis

N1500'
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FEASIBILITY STUDY (2019) ENVIRONMENTAL 
BURDEN IS HIGH 
THROUGHOUT THE 
PROJECT AREA

PROGRAMMING TRENDS

CANOPY COVER 
IS MINIMAL 
THROUGHOUT THE 
SITE EXTENTS

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL 
FACILITIES ARE MORE 

CONCENTRATED ON THE 
WEST SIDE OF THE RIVER

AN OLDER POPULATION 
(50+ YEARS OLD) LIVES TO 
THE EAST OF THE RIVER

HIGH CONCENTRATION 
OF CHURCHES BETWEEN 
LA RIVER AND RIO HONDO

LOW POPULATION DENSITY  (< 1,000 PPL PER 
SQ. MILE) IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDS THE 
CONFLUENCE DUE TO INDUSTRIAL AREAS

HIGHER 
POPULATION 
DENSITY

MOST MUNICIPAL 
FACILITIES ARE 
LOCATED SOUTHEAST 
OF THE CONFLUENCE

FARMER'S 
MARKET 
AT PARK

A YOUNGER 
POPULATION 

(UNDER 30) 
LIVES TO 

THE WEST OF 
THE RIVER

PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

VERY HIGH 
ECOSYSTEMS 
NEED AROUND 
CONFLUENCE



PROGRAM
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DATA-DRIVEN NEEDS
PROGRAMMING SUMMARY

ECOSYSTEMS, 
NATURE, AND 

HABITAT

WATER
SYSTEMS

EXAMPLES:
• Wetland Habitat
• Low Flow / In-

Channel Habitat
• Gardens and 

Arboreta
• Tree/Plant 

Nursery
• Nature Center

EXAMPLES:
• Wetlands
• Subsurface 

Gallery

EDUCATION

EXAMPLES:
• Water Education 

Center

TRAILS AND 
CONNECTIVITY

EXAMPLES:
• Pedestrian 
• Bikeways
• Equestrian
• Maintenance
• Transit Hub

CULTURAL AND 
COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES

EXAMPLES:
• Cultural Center
• Sculpture Garden
• Performance/

Event Space
• Cafe/Food
• Pavilions
• Play Space 

(Children, Teens)
• Meeting Space
• Dog Park
• Parking

RECREATION

EXAMPLES:
• Soccer
• Baseball/Softball
• Tennis
• Basketball
• Boating / Fishing 

(Confluence Point)
• Fitness Center
• Skate Park



A green, open area for leisure 
activities (53%) and event space 
for community events and 
activities (50%) were each 
selected by about half. 

A children’s play area (37%) and 
accessibility (e.g. adequate parking 
& ease of access) (34%) were 
selected by a similar amount. 

8% were not interested in a 
community center. 

Seven out of ten (71%) thought that 
a community and cultural center 
project being a comfortable and 
safe space would best meet the 
needs of the community, more than 
any other option.

Each of the options was rated as 
best or somewhat meeting 
community needs by more than 
three quarters. 

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING AMENITIES/ FEATURES ARE MOST 
IMPORTANT TO YOU? (Choose 3)

COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL CENTER

5533

5500

3377

3344

2211

2211

1188

1166

1144

88

22

Green open area for leisure activities (e.g.,
garden, yoga, picnic)

Event space for community events and
activities (e.g., dance lessons, cultural…

Children's play area

Accessibility (e.g., adequate parking, ease
of access)

Community area to showcase and make
local art

Amphitheater

Retail vendors space

Commemorative feature recognizing the
history and culture of local communities

Art display/installation

I'm not interested in a cultural center

Other: please state

7711

6688

6633

6633

5566

5588

5555

5533

1144

1155

2200

1177

2222

1199

2233

2233

A comfortable and safe space to meet
and/or visit

Admission is free to community
members

Easily accessible to all community
members (e.g., youth and senior friendly)

Multi-use facility to ensure that an array
of community needs and preferences are

met

Connects local communities along the LA
River

Enhances local community pride by
highlighting local arts and culture

Arts programming (e.g., music, dance,
theater, visual arts, audio and film)

Local artisan vendor space

HOW WELL DO EACH OF THE BELOW FACTORS BEST MEET 
COMMUNITY NEEDS?

Base: n=511 (All respondents)

PROGRAM

Overall, data from the engagement process 
underscored an interest in new park space, 
and a focus on arts, culture, and community-
based events. As summarized in the 
Engagement chapter of this report (Chapter 
6), the in-person and digital community 
engagement processes that were held as part 
of the RHCAP Concept phase provided data 
about preferred program opportunities and 
major concerns and desires from community 
members. Programming needs, as informed 
by community feedback, include the addition 
of wildlife habitat and nature to the area, 
multiuse paths to allow for much-needed 
connections, and accessible, safe, and flexible 
open space.

Previous engagement data sources include 
the LA River Master Plan efforts, and public 
events  held in Cudahy and South Gate. Arts 
and habitat and community events were of 
particular interest to participants.
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COMMUNITY-DRIVEN NEEDS



PROGRAM

LA RIVER MASTER PLAN ENGAGEMENT

RHCAP ENGAGEMENT

CUDAHY

ENGAGEMENT MEETING

BASELINE SURVEY (DPET)           

RECONTACT SURVEY (DPET)

ONLINE COMMUNITY (DPET)

SITE DESIGN CONCEPT

SOUTH GATE

• ROUND 1 MEETING - 22 AUGUST 2018

• ROUND 2 MEETING - 28 MARCH 2019

• South Gate - 10 September 2019

• 10 September 2019 - 7 October 2019

• 30 December 2019 - 20 January 2020

• 12-18 March 2020

• Spring 2020

CO
M

PL
ET

ED
CO

M
PL

ET
ED
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ENGAGEMENT DATA SOURCES
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN NEEDS



PROGRAM

CUDAHY

SOUTH GATE

WALKING

RIVER CLEANUPS

COMMUNITY EVENTS 12%
14%

26%
24%

BIKING

WHICH ACTIVITIES ALONG THE LA RIVER HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN WITHIN THE LAST 12 MONTHS? 

Cudahy respondents tend to visit the river for biking, walking, and community events like river cleanups.

1
2
3
4

NATIVE
WETLAND 
HABITATS

LOCAL
WATER 
SUPPLY

RECREATION

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS A BETTER
 USE OF WATER INSTEAD OF LETTING 

IT FLOW TO THE OCEAN?
WHAT TYPES OF ART WOULD YOU 

LIKE TO SEE OR PARTICIPATE IN ALONG 
THE RIVER?

40%15%

South Gate respondents were more 
interested in creating habitat & arts 
opportunities than other survey 
participants. LANDSCAPE 

ART

VISUAL
ART

INTERPRETIVE
SIGNAGE

31

2
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LA RIVER MASTER PLAN ENGAGEMENT
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN NEEDS



PROGRAM

COMMUNITY-DRIVEN NEEDS

ECOSYSTEMS, 
NATURE, AND 

HABITAT

WATER
SYSTEMS

EDUCATION TRAILS AND 
CONNECTIVITY

CULTURAL AND 
COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES

RECREATION

BIKING

WALKING

PLANTING

COMMUNITY 
GARDENS

WILDLIFE 
HABITATS

IMPROVED 
WATER 

QUALITY

PARKS AND 
OPEN SPACES

Additional Responses

Most Popular Responses

ARTS
OPPORTUNITIES

ACCESS AND 
OVERLOOKS

BRIDGE
PARK

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

CONNECTION 
TO NATURE

MULTIUSE 
PATHS
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PROGRAMMING SUMMARY



PROGRAM

N1500'
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Source: OLIN

NEED-BASED 
PROJECT 
PROGRAMMING

ECOSYSTEMS

CULTURAL & 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES

ECOSYSTEMS 
& WATER QUALITY

EDUCATION

ECOSYSTEMS & 
WATER QUALTY

ECOSYSTEMS

ECOSYSTEMS

RECREATION

TRAILS & CONNECTIVITY

ECOSYSTEMS
RECREATION

CULTURAL & COMMUNITY RESOURCES

TRAILS & CONNECTIVITY

POTENTIAL PROGRAM

KNOWN PROGRAM

POTENTIAL LOCATIONS



NEEDS AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS

24

O
PP

O
R

TU
N

IT
IE

S
CO

N
ST

R
A

IN
TS

LAND TYPOLOGIES PRESENT UNIQUE 
CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

DRAFT 

ADJACENT 
(TRANSMISSION

 RIGHT-OF-WAY)
PLATFORM ADJACENT IN-CHANNEL TOP OF LEVEE

• Construction may be
cost effective if land
is not contaminated

• Improves river access

• Construction may
be cost effective if
land is already owned
by LA County or a
municipality and not
contaminated

• Year-round use

• Improves river access

• Potential ownership 
issues

• Potential 
contamination issues 
and high remediation 
costs

• Potential ownership 
issues

• No permanent uses

• Height restrictions

• Limited permanent 
structures

• No year-round use

• Need to ensure water 
quality protection

• Hydraulic restrictions

• Extensive permitting 
needed to modify 
existing channel

• Land owned by LA
County Public Works

• Year-round use

• Improves access
across the river

• Land owned by LA
County Public Works

• Improves river access

• Land owned by LA
County Public Works

• Improves river access

LA
N

D
 T

YP
ES

• Weight must be 
considered

• Hydraulic constraints 
on number of walls /
piers in channel

• Extensive permitting 
needed to modify 
existing channel

• Narrow space for 
programming

• Hydraulic restrictions

• Extensive permitting 
needed to modify 
existing levee

• Maintenance access 
must not be 
restricted

PROGRAM

NEED-BASED PROJECT PROGRAMMING
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PROJECT LAND TYPOLOGIES



Source: OLIN

PROGRAM

N750'WILL ROGERS 
ELEMEMENTARY

BASKETBALL COURT
BASEBALL FIELD

TENNIS COURTS

SOCCER FIELD
PLAYGROUND
FITNESS ZONE
DOG PARK

EQUESTRIAN CENTER (REPAIR)  

PICNIC SHELTER

WATER EDUCATION CENTER

BOATING / KAYAKING

GARDENS AND ARBORETA

PAVILION / BOAT HOUSE

FITNESS ZONE

VOLLEYBALL / TENNIS COURTS

PICNIC AREA

IN-CHANNEL HABITAT

PLAYGROUND

SCULPTURE GARDEN

HYDRAULIC DEMONSTRATION

TWEEDY 
ELEMENTARY

LUGO 
ELEMENTARY

LYNWOOD 
ADULT 

SCHOOL

INT’L STUDIES 
LEARNING CENTER AT 
LEGACY HIGH SCHOOL 

COMPLEX

PAVILION

PERFORMANCE / EVENT SPACE METRO STATION

PAVILION

TENNIS COURTS

OVERLOOK

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

PAVILION

SOCCER FIELDS

WALKING AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILS

WALKING AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILS

WALKING AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILS

COMMUNITY GARDEN

EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES

PICNIC AREA

DOG PARKMEADOW / LAWN

INTERACTIVE WATER FEATURE

WETLAND HABITAT

PEDESTRIAN TRAILS

BASKETBALL COURT

TENNIS COURT

SKATE PARK

BASEBALL FIELD

BASKETBALL COURTS

PICNIC SHELTERS

SOCCER FIELD

BASEBALL FIELDS

PLAYGROUNDS

PLAYGROUND

SOCCER FIELDS

SOCCER FIELDS
SWIMMING POOL

GYMNASIUM
COMMUNITY CENTER

SENIOR CENTER

N750'

Adjacent Transmission Right-of-Way

Platform + Channel Adjacent 

In-Channel 

City Boundary

Rail Lines

Stream/Waterbody

LEGEND:

Planned Metroline Route
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PROPOSED PARK PROGRAMS

NEED-BASED 
PROJECT 
PROGRAMMING
LAND TYPES AND POTENTIAL PROGRAMS

EXISTING PARK AMENITIES

EXISTING COMMUNITY AMENITIES



PROGRAM

1/2 mile

1 mile

COMMUNITY CENTER

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

COMMUNITY CENTER

PICNIC

PICNIC

PLAYGROUND

RESTROOM

SWIMMING

SWIMMING

PLAYGROUND

SWIMMINGEDUCATION

SWIMMING

SOCCER SWIMMING

SKATE PARK MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

GYMNASIUM

Program Gaps

Program Gaps that align with 
Community Feedback

DOG PARK

COMMUNITY GARDEN

CONCERTS / MOVIES

CONCERTS / MOVIES

COMMUNITY GARDEN

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

PICNIC

N1500'

NEED-BASED 
PROJECT 
PROGRAMMING
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Source: OLIN; Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

EXISTING PROGRAM GAPS AND 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ALIGNMENT



Source: OLIN; RLA; Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

PROGRAM

WILL ROGERS 
ELEMEMENTARY

BASKETBALL COURT
BASEBALL FIELD

TENNIS COURTS

SOCCER FIELD
PLAYGROUND
FITNESS ZONE
DOG PARK

EQUESTRIAN CENTER (REPAIR)  

PICNIC SHELTER

WATER EDUCATION CENTER

BOATING / KAYAKING

GARDENS AND ARBORETA

PAVILION / BOAT HOUSE

FITNESS ZONE

VOLLEYBALL / TENNIS COURTS

PICNIC AREA

IN-CHANNEL HABITAT

PLAYGROUND

COMMUNITY BUILDING

COMMUNITY BUILDING

PLAYGROUND

SCULPTURE GARDEN

HYDRAULIC DEMONSTRATION

TWEEDY 
ELEMENTARY

LUGO 
ELEMENTARY

LYNWOOD 
ADULT 

SCHOOL

INT’L STUDIES 
LEARNING CENTER AT 
LEGACY HIGH SCHOOL 

COMPLEX

PAVILION

PERFORMANCE / EVENT SPACE

PERFORMANCE / EVENT SPACE

METRO STATION

PAVILION

TENNIS COURTS

GREEN OPEN SPACE

OVERLOOK

OVERLOOK

OVERLOOK

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

PAVILION

SOCCER FIELDS

WALKING AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILS

WALKING AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILS

WALKING AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILS

COMMUNITY GARDEN

EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES

PICNIC AREA

DOG PARK

BIKE HUB
BIKE HUB

BIKE HUB

BIKE HUB

PLAYGROUND

GREEN OPEN SPACE

COMMUNITY GARDEN

SHADED SPACES

SHADED SPACES

SHADED SPACES

SHADED SPACES

PARK ACCESS

PARK ACCESS

PARK ACCESS

PARK ACCESS

MEADOW / LAWN

INTERACTIVE WATER FEATURE

WETLAND HABITAT

PEDESTRIAN TRAILS

BASKETBALL COURT

TENNIS COURT

SKATE PARK

BASEBALL FIELD

BASKETBALL COURTS

PICNIC SHELTERS

SOCCER FIELD

BASEBALL FIELDS

PLAYGROUNDS

PLAYGROUND

SOCCER FIELDS

SOCCER FIELDS
SWIMMING POOL

GYMNASIUM
COMMUNITY CENTER

SENIOR CENTER

N750'

NEED-BASED 
PROJECT 
PROGRAMMING

Adjacent Transmission Right-of-Way

Platform + Channel Adjacent 

In-Channel 

City Boundary

Rail Lines

Stream/Waterbody

Planned Metroline Route

LEGEND:
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POTENTIAL PROGRAMS AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT ALIGNMENT

PROPOSED PARK PROGRAM THAT ALIGNS WITH COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

PROPOSED PARK PROGRAMS

EXISTING PARK AMENITIES

EXISTING COMMUNITY AMENITIES



PROGRAM
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NEED-BASED PROJECT PROGRAMMING
SOUTHERN 
AVENUE 
CONNECTOR
0.5 acres

WATER EDUCATION 
CENTER
2.5 acres

DOG PARK
PLAY SPACE
POOL / AQUATIC FACILITY
PEDESTRIAN TRAILS
BIKE HUB
PAVILION
URBAN AGRICULTURE
PUBLIC ART

NATURE CENTER
EVENT SPACE
WETLAND HABITAT

LA RIVER
PLATFORM PARK
20.5 acres

IMPERIAL 
WETLANDS
12.5 acres

SOCCER FIELD
MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD
FITNESS ZONE
PEDESTRIAN TRAILS
BICYCLE TRAILS
EQUESTRIAN TRAILS
EVENT SPACE
PAVILION
FARMER'S MARKET
SKATE PARK

WETLAND HABITAT
PEDESTRIAN TRAILS

RIO HONDO 
PLATFORM PARK
12.0 acres

SELA BRIDGE PARK
1.0 acre

SCULPTURE GARDEN
BASKETBALL COURT
SOCCER FIELD
TENNIS COURT
MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD
PICNIC AREA
DOG PARK
PUBLIC ART
POOL / AQUATIC FACILITY

PEDESTRIAN TRAILS
BICYCLE TRAILS
MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD
EVENT SPACE
PLAY AREA

SOUTH GARFIELD 
TRANSMISSION 
RIGHT-OF-WAY PARK
13.0 acres

LYNWOOD 
CONNECTOR
0.75 acres

TRANSIT HUB
EQUESTRIAN TRAILS
BICYCLE TRAILS
PEDESTRIAN TRAILS
WETLAND HABITAT
GARDENS / ARBORETA
TREE / PLANT NURSERY
PUBLIC ART

PEDESTRIAN TRAILS

CONFLUENCE 
POINT PARK
12.0 acres

NORTH IMPERIAL 
TRANSMISSION 
RIGHT-OF-WAY PARK
13.0 acres

WETLAND HABITAT
VIEWING PLATFORM
PICNIC AREA
EVENT SPACE
PAVILION
BOATING / KAYAKING
SUBSURFACE GALLERY

EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES
PEDESTRIAN TRAILS
BICYCLE TRAILS
FITNESS ZONE
BIKE HUB 
PAVILION
TREE / PLANT NURSERY
GARDENS / ARBORETA
URBAN AGRICULTURE
FARMER'S MARKET
PLAY AREA

BLUE PARK
14.5 acres

SOUTH IMPERIAL 
TRANSMISSION 
RIGHT-OF-WAY PARK
15.8 acres

WETLAND HABITAT
IN-CHANNEL HABITAT
NATURE CENTER
PAVILION
LOW FLOW BRAID

WETLAND HABITAT
PLAY AREA
URBAN AGRICULTURE
FARMER'S MARKET
MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD
PAVILION
SKATE PARK

PROJECT SUMMARY



Source: OLIN

PROGRAM

N1500'
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RHCAP PROJECT NAME ACREAGE
1 Southern Avenue Connector 0.5 acres

2 LA River Platform Park 20.5 acres

3 Rio Hondo Platform Park 12.0 acres

4 South Garfield Transmission Right-Of-Way Park 13.5 acres

5 North Imperial Transmission Right-Of-Way Park 13.0 acres

6 South Imperial Transmission Right-Of-Way Park 15.8 acres

7 Confluence Point Park 12.0 acres

8 Blue Park 14.5 acres

9 Water Education Center 2.5 acres

10 Imperial Wetlands 12.5 acres

11 SELA Bridge Park 1.0 acre

12 Lynwood Connector 0.75 acres

TOTAL 118.5 acres

OTHER PROJECT NAME ACREAGE
SELA Cultural Center 9.5 acres

*Parque Dos Rios 7.0 acres

Urban Orchard 30.0 acres
Phase 1: 
7.0 acres

TOTAL 46.5 acres

ADDITIONAL PARK ACRES
PARK NEED IMPACTS



PROGRAM
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Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment, LA County General Plan 2035

EXISTING

PARK NEED IMPACTS
POTENTIAL TOTAL PARK ACRES OF EXISTING PROJECTS

SOUTH GATE

LYNWOOD + 13.2 ACRES ADDED

+ 110.6 ACRES

Note: Existing park acres includes Parque Dos Rios. Existing park acres nor proposed project acreage do not include the Urban Orchard Project or the SELA Cultural Center

POTENTIAL PARK ACRES OF EXISTING PROJECTS WITHIN 1 MILE OF LA RIVER

SOUTH GATE

LYNWOOD

137.2 ACRES

EXISTING

13.6 ACRES + 13.2 ACRES ADDED

+ 110.6 ACRES 247.8 ACRES

26.8 ACRES

147.8 ACRES 258.4 ACRES

116.9 ACRES 130.1 ACRES



PROGRAM
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Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment, LA County General Plan 2035

RECOMMENDED

EXISTING

4 ACRES

PARK NEED IMPACTS
POTENTIAL PARK ACRES PER 1,000 PEOPLE

LA COUNTY

SOUTH GATE

LYNWOOD

2.68 ACRES

1.83 ACRES+ 0.23 ACRES ADDED

+ 1.18 ACRES

3.3 ACRESLA COUNTY (AVERAGE)

Note: Existing park acres includes Parque Dos Rios. Existing park acres nor proposed project acreage do not include the Urban Orchard Project or the SELA Cultural Center

1.5 ACRES

1.6 ACRES


