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Lower Los Angeles River 
Implementation Advisory Group Meeting 

June 16, 2022 | 10 A.M. - 12 P.M. 
Online Meeting / Conference Call 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Purpose & Charge: Provide a public venue for discussion of proposed projects related to the 
Lower LA River, ensure proposed projects are consistent with the goals and objectives of the 
Lower LA River Revitalization Plan, and maximize multi-use opportunities and community 
benefits. 

 

I. Welcome & Introductions 

II. IAG Committee Meeting Summary 

• Email Distribution List Update  
 
Ernie Rivera (PW) and Michelle Loekman (PW) provided an update on the IAG email 
distribution list.  PW is looking to update this list and is currently soliciting interest to 
the current roster via MS Forms and email. Questions include whether there is 
renewed interest to be a part of the IAG, there is interest to join a committee, and 
potential need for new member representation from different agencies.  Link to 
questionnaire can be found here: https://forms.office.com/g/Db4wbgcNdm 

III. Presentations 

• LA River Master Plan Update - Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD) 
 
Seta Marjanian (PW) presented on the LA River Master Plan update. The Master 
Plan update was initiated by the Board of Supervisors to update the previous 1996 
Plan.  The Plan took three years to develop and included various forms of 
community engagement and planning. The structure of the Plan is as follows:  

• Community input, serving as the foundation of the plan 

• Establishment of a series of strategic direction: comprised of several of 
goals/methods/actions (i.e., water conservation, flood risk, parks, access, 
etc.) 

• Establishment of Design Aspect/Guidelines – including identification of project 
sites, and creation of a menu of common project elements. 

The Plan identifies 5 major opportunity zones – 2 of which are within the Lower LA    
River. On 6/14, the BOS adopted the following: 1) Land Bank Pilot, 2) LARMP 
Update, and 3) Implementation for the LARMP Update 

IV. Agency / Project Updates 

• LACFCD - Public Equestrian Rest Area (PERA) 
 
Zeke Okoya (PW) provided the update on the PERA Project.  PERA is a multi-use 
and equestrian facility located in the City of Long Beach, adjacent to the LA River on 
LACFCD property.  The project features equestrian amenities, DG path, and 
landscaping improvements.  PERA is currently under construction and scheduled to 
be complete summer 2022. 
 

https://forms.office.com/g/Db4wbgcNdm
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• San Gabriel & Lower LA Rivers & Mountains Conservancy (RMC) 
o Southeast LA (SELA) Cultural Center 

 
Joe Gonzalez (RMC) provided the update on the SELA Cultural Center. The 
Cultural Center is a planned 80,000 sq ft. multi-use arts facility located near 
South Gate at the current LACFCD Imperial Yard Maintenance Facility.  Project 
team is preparing to start CEQA Phase – likely to be led by RMC later this 
summer.  Currently, RMC is assisting LACFCD on potential relocation sites for 
the maintenance yard. RMC released RFP for Community Engagement and 
Outreach in March – due 6/30. 
 

o River Ranger Pilot Program REACH Zone at the Lower LA River and Rio Hondo 
Confluence 
 
Suely Saro (RMC) provided the update for the River Ranger Pilot Program. The 
program stems from AB 1558 and the associated Los Angeles Ranger River 
Establishment Plan that was completed in May 2019 by RMC, WCA, and 
SMMC. Pilot is located at the Rio Hondo and LA River Confluence (Reach Zone 
1). Five services are provided: Maintenance, Public Safety, Outreach, 
Interpretive/Educational Programs, and Administrative Coordination. RFP for 
Program Evaluation Services released in April 2022 – currently pending review.  
Pilot Kickoff back in April 30th, 2022. Other past events include the River in 
Action Environmental Education Workshops held in April and May, and the River 
Ambassador Implementation on June 20th, 2022. 

 
o Lower LA River Recreation and Park District 

 
Suely Saro (RMC) provided the update on the Lower LA River Recreation and 
Park District.  Initiated by SB1374 (2016). RMC has been assisting to facilitate 
its establishment.  Next Steps: create legal boundary definitions of the Park 
District to submit to State Board for Equalization for approval. 
 

• Watershed Conservation Authority - Parque Dos Rios 
 
Johnathan Perisho (WCA) provided an update on Parque Dos Rios. The project is 
located north of Imperial Hwy adjacent to the west bank of the LA River. 
Implementation of first phase completed in August 2021; impact to the site by 
vandalism postponed its opening to later this year. Project is currently open to public 
however WCA is evaluation additional improvements to site before having an official 
opening. 
 

• LA Neighborhood Land Trust - Maywood River Front Park 
 
Arturo Gonzalez (RMC) provided an update on the Maywood Riverfront Park Project 
on behalf of the LA Neighborhood Trust.  Project was initially done in phases, Phase 
I on the northern end (2007), and Phase II on southern end (2014).  Project 
amenities include active recreational enhancements, native landscaping, and access 
improvements.  Planning, funding procurements for renovations to the park are 
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ongoing. The Park will also feature the Sleepy Lagoon Memorial Concept Project led 
by EYCEJ, a memorial wall and bench. RMC provided $2 million in grant funding 
towards the park improvements in May 2022.  Park is anticipated to be fully 
renovated in 3-5 years. 
 

• City of Long Beach - Long Beach Municipal Stormwater Treatment (LB-MUST) 
Cecilia Salazar (City of Long Beach) provided the update to the LB-MUST project. 
Project is located 1 mile north of Downtown Long Beach on the east bank of the LA 
River.  Project timeline: 

- 2021-2023: Phase I currently in construction (facility and brackish 
wetlands) 

- 2022-2024: Design Phase II (expand conveyance network 
- 2024-2026: Construction of Phase II 

 

• Conservation Corps of Long Beach (updates provided by Dan Knapp) 
 
o Wrigley Greenbelt: Approximate 1 mile trail adjacent to the LA River; project 

elements include native landscaping, bioswales, rest areas and walking paths. 
Project currently under construction scheduled to be complete winter 2022/23. 
 

o DeForest Park and Wetlands: Proposed Environmental Education Center 
located at Deforest Park. CCLB will utilize center as resource node for the 
Lower River.  Scheduled to be open fall 2022. 
 

• City of South Gate (updates provided by Steve Costley) 
 
o Urban Orchard: Construction is ongoing; looking to complete Dec 2022/January 

2023 
 

o Circle Park: Received $2 million grant from RMC; project currently in design 
phase. Project looking to go out to bid in September 2022 and compete 
construction/open to public June 2023. 

V. Grant / Funding Opportunities 

• Safe Clean Water Program - https://safecleanwaterla.org/.  
7/31/22 deadline for consideration in FY23-24 Stormwater Investment Plan (SIP) 

• RMC Lower LA River Grants, On-Going Call for Projects - http://rmc.ca.gov/grants/ 

• Other State Grants  
o State Coastal Conservancy’s Community Wetland Restoration Grant Program  
o Strategic Growth Council’s Transformative Climate Communities (TCC)  

VI. Lower LA River Events 

• 6/18/22: Summer Park Day at Maywood Riverfront Park 

• 6/30/22: Native Plant and Bird Walk at Deforest Park, hosted by Puente Latino 
Association. 6:00PM-7:30PM https://www.puentela.org/events-1/native-plant-
bird-walk 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/
http://rmc.ca.gov/grants/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1QXHS3ny4CYwGoQFvRZVxgLa9qkViSz1CeV888cPVoNZzuGvaPQTQzVS1XdnCvBirC4Dan8dBVxs28pG8gy7hnPlmpOGfW8uNtoXq-MFkg55SAdEDts9TsF7T3iBoz7vXenJv4BxjJSgs3lxWr_2zZZO-I1PuUr2X9yafnsThMHDW3kef0ueuJbAlQHXys1zlPXQHRGB3uEh0wbyTUTuyQn2Lmgp5gCqrJoESaEj9v4_4oEIN1vBM4IXhBoL5W7OdUyhkUELMRmqJkdMD9tUYUtMHcxyiQI5A0FR62Anvv2M5jvJqg9csSFTuWzdRx72fFoRCqHfkAlTD6etH076Lg_Tq0vqQzVxd9_HtPIiWp4KmrI6VS2majINJRiDgAJdE/https%3A%2F%2Fscwrp.org%2Fcommunity-wetland-restoration-grant-program%2F
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/tcc/
https://www.puentela.org/events-1/native-plant-bird-walk
https://www.puentela.org/events-1/native-plant-bird-walk
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• 7/16/22: The Great LA River Cleanup at Maywood Riverfront Park, hosted by 
Friends of LA River (FOLAR) additional information found here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-great-la-river-cleanup-maywood-riverfront-park-
tickets-367060165837 

VII. Open Forum / Public Comment 

• Mr. Mario Dominguez expressed approval for a few opportunity areas within the 
Rio Hondo Confluence Area Project (Blue Park, SELA Bridge Park, Confluence 
Point Park). Looking for founding mechanisms for project implementation for 
projects (ballot measures, etc.) from local representatives/elected officials. 

VIII. Next Steps 
Next IAG Meeting – Thursday, September 22, 2022, 10 A.M. – 12 P.M. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-great-la-river-cleanup-maywood-riverfront-park-tickets-367060165837
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-great-la-river-cleanup-maywood-riverfront-park-tickets-367060165837
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PUBLIC EQUESTRIAN REST AREA
Project Update

Project Location
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PUBLIC EQUESTRIAN REST AREA
Project Update

Questions? Contact Ezekiel Okoya, Project Manager 
eokoya@dpw.lacounty.gov

Before

After

mailto:eokoya@dpw.lacounty.gov
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VIEW FROM THE SOUTH
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RELATIONSHIP TO THE LA RIVER
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Program Overview

➢ Goals
➢ Foster connections

between 
communities

➢ Promote safe, 
equitable usage 
and stewardship 

➢ Activate it as a 
connected 
greenway

Completed in May 2019 
by RMC, SMMC, WCA 
and MRCA
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Program Overview

➢REACH Zone at 

Rio Hondo 

Confluence

➢Approximately 5 

miles 

➢Cities of South 

Gate, Downey, and 

Bell Gardens

➢Advisory 

Committee 

meetings since May
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Services Provided

Public Safety 

(River Ambassadors)

Maintenance 

(River Ambassadors)

Outreach

(River Ambassadors)

Interpretive and 

Educational 

Programs 

Administrative Coordination

(Advisory Committee)
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Updates Nov 2021 – June 2022
Administrative Updates

 Phase 2 Implementation Funding awarded to WCA  end of November 
2021

 Grant agreement executed beginning in March 2022

 Ongoing program development (all aspects)

 Sacred Places Institute for Indigenous People technical assistance to ensure 
culturally relevant and appropriate programming regarding indigenous 
history, rights and culture

 RFP for Program Evaluation Services released April 2022
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River Ranger Pilot Program Kick-off Event 

April 30, 2022
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Celebratory cake cutting by Assemblymember Cristina Garcia after 
program

Group picture with River Ambassadors, project team members, and 
attendees



River in Action Environmental Education K-5 Workshops
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Treasure Island Park, Downey
Every Thursday 
April 21, 2022 – May 12, 2022
5:00 – 5:30pm



River Ambassador Program
➢Implementation Begins on 

June 20th, 2022
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Safety Education

Stewardship



Recreation and Interpretive/ 

Educational Programming

 Leadership Academy

 Community Base Building 
Workshops and Trainings
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“Adventures of Roxanna and the Lower LA River” 



Recreation and Interpretive/ 

Educational Programming

 Technical Assistance

 Tribal Engagement

 Educational materials -
tribal history of the        
LA River
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Temporary River Ranger Signage

 Temporary wayfinding signs 

 LA River Master Plan signage 

guidelines 
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Next Steps
➢ Next Meeting Advisory 

Committee Meeting

➢ August 6, 2022 @1:30pm

➢ Action Items

➢ Sign up for RMC Newsletter 

mailing list

➢ www.rmc.ca.gov

13

http://www.rmc.ca.gov/
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RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY, PROP 1 GRANT APPLICATION

MAYWOOD RIVERFRONT PARK RENOVATION 
CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN
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LONG BEACH MUNICIPAL URBAN STORMWATER 
TREATMENT PROJECT (LB-MUST)
Project Update - June 2022
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Treatment 
Facility

Wetlands
Water Reuse

Stormwater Conveyance

Outflow to 
LA River

Conceptual Depiction – Not to Scale



Project Updates

2020

• Completed: Street, Utility, & Ground Improvements

2021-2023 

• Phase 1: In Construction: Facility & Brackish Wetlands

• SD-02 Pump Station Connection

2022-2024

• Phase 2 (expand conveyance network): Design Phase

• Pilot irrigation & Reuse at Facility/Wetlands

2024-2026

• Phase 2 Construction  



Progress Photos
Facility Construction
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Progress Photos

Warehouse Cleanup and Abatement
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Thank you!
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